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BIOGRAPHY

As a native of Silicon Valley, I am deeply committed to 
addressing challenges facing constituents in one of the most 
dynamic yet demanding regions of California. My 
dedication to public service is shaped by my experiences 
growing up in a house with substance abuse issues and 
having faced homelessness and housing insecurity during 
my college years. As a result, I have championed policies to 
expand access and affordability in higher education, 
focusing particularly on supporting community college 
students and ensuring pathways for economic mobility. 

After my university years at De Anza and University of 
California Los Angeles, I served as a Trustee on the Foothill-
De Anza Community College District Board, leading efforts 
to build affordable housing for faculty, staff and students 
while collaborating with Santa Clara County on a first-in-the-
state medical clinic at De Anza College



DISTRICT IMPACTS

The District Office serves the constituents of Assembly District 
26 by providing essential services and coordinating 
community events in Cupertino, Santa Clara, San Jose, and 
Sunnyvale. 

We supported 337 constituents this year, addressing issues 
related to the EDD and DMV, including 139 EDD cases that 
secured about $110,000 in support. 

Assemblymember Ahrens participated in 1,400 meetings 
and events, organized or partnered in 43 events, and 
engaged with over 12,000 constituents. Our civic 
engagement program includes 22 interns and roughly 60 
volunteers who assist with community events.



COMMITTEES

Select Committees:

Asia/California Trade and 
Investment

Biotechnology and Medical 
Technology 

CalFresh Enrollment and 
Nutrition 

Child Care Costs 

Domestic Violence 

Housing Finance and 
Affordability 

Master Plan for Higher 
Education in California 

Sea Level Rise and the 
California Economy

Co-Chair of CA Technology 
& Innovation Legislative 
Caucus

Standing Committees:

Business and Professions
Budget
Communications and 
Conveyance
Rules
Transportation

Subcommittee:

Budget Subcommittee No. 2 
on Human Services



I n  s p i t e  o f  d a n g e r o u s  c u t s  t o  s o c i a l  
s e r v i c e s  a n d  k e y  p r o g r a m s  b y  t h e  
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  S t a t e  
B u d g e t  p r o t e c t s  t h e  s a f e t y  n e t  f o r  
a l l  C a l i f o r n i a ns  b y  p r i o r i t i z i n g :

$ 5 2  m i l l i o n  f o r  f o o d  b a n k s .

I n c r e a se  s t a t e  f u n d i ng  f o r  
a f f o r d ab l e  h o u s i ng  a n d  p r e s e r v i ng  
$ 5 0 0  m i l l i o n  i n  L o w  i nc o m e  h o u s i ng  
t a x  c r e d i t .

$ 6 0  m i l l i o n  o n e - t i m e  f u n d i ng  t o  
s u p po r t  s t u d e n t  i n  b l o c k  g r a n t s .

$ 5 .1  m i l l i o n  o n e - t i m e  f u n d s  t o  
s u p po r t  f i n a nc i a l  a i d  s u p p o r t  a n d  
o u t r e a c h t o  c o m m un i t y  c o l l e g e  
s t u d e n t s .  

S a v e d  $ 4 .6  m i l l i on  i n  2 0 2 5 -26  a n d  
$ 1 4  m i l l i o n  i n  2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  f o r  
C a l WO RK s  p r o g r a m .

P u b l i c  S a f e t y  F u n d i n g

$ 1 0 0M  t o  s u p po r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
s e r v i ng  c r i m e s u r v i v o r s .

2025-2026 
BUDGET



Th i s  b i l l  requ i res  pub l ic  h igher  
educat ion  in s t i tu t ions  to  accept  
p roof  o f  f inanc ia l  independence 
and conf i rmat ion  f rom loca l  
educat ion  agenc ies  o r  county  
p robat ion/wel fa re  depar tments .  
I t  a l l ows  fo r  the l im i ted 
d i sc losu re  o f  juv en i le  case f i l e  
in fo rmat ion ,  inc lud ing the 
youth ' s  name,  date o f  b i r th ,  and 
re lev ant  dates ,  to  p rotect  the i r  
p r i v acy .  I n fo rmat ion  wi l l  on l y  be 
shared wi th in  an  in s t i tu t ion  i f  
reques ted by  the youth  o r  wi th  
the i r  consent .

(S igned by  the  Governor )

AB 243 STUDENT 
FINANCIAL AID 
DEPENDENCY 

STATUS: 
JUVENILES.  



Ensu res  that  fami l ies  whose 
ch i ld ren  are  not  regu la r l y  
at tend ing schoo l  a re  o f fe red 
more he lp ,  not  les s .  I t  does  so  
by  remov ing harmfu l  pena l  
code pena l t ies  fo r  parents  o f  
ch i ld ren  who are  chron ica l l y  
t ruant ,  inc lud ing f ines  o f  up to  
$2 ,000  and ja i l  t ime of  up  to  one 
year .  

(S igned by  the  Governor )

AB 461: MORE, 
NOT LESS HELP 
FOR CHILDREN 
AND FAMILIES 
ACT OF 2025. 



Ensu res  that  a l l  e l ig ib le  youth  
fo r  t rans i t iona l  hous ing have the 
bes t  oppor tun i ty  fo r  p lacement  
by  requ i r ing count ies  to  c reate 
cont racts  that  p rov ide max imum 
f lex ib i l i ty  and min im i ze  bar r ie r s  
to  youth  p lacement .

(S igned by  the  Governor )

AB 1314: 
TRANSITIONAL 

HOUSING 
PLACEMENT. 



Th i s  b i l l  wou ld  add D iwa l i  to  the  
l i s t  o f  s ta te  ho l idays ,  author i zes  
pub l ic  schoo l s  and communi ty  
co l leges  to  c lose  on D iwa l i ,  and 
author i zes  s tate  employees  to  
e lect  to  take spec i f ied leave in  
recogn i t ion  o f  D iwa l i .  

(S igned by  the  Governor )

AB 268: STATE 
HOLIDAYS: 

DIWALI. 
(CO-AUTHOR) 



A l lows  s i tes  d i s t r ibut ing at  leas t  
one meal  a  day  fo r  sen io r  
c i t i zens  th rough the Congregate 
Meal s  P rogram to  p rov ide meal s  
se rv ed hot  o r  av a i lab le  as  “ to  
go meal s”  that  can be reheated 
at  home.

(S igned by  the  Governor )

AB 1476: MEAL 
PROGRAM: 

SENIOR CITIZENS.
(CO-AUTHOR)



A two-year  b i l l  i s l eg i s lat ion  that  
was  in t roduced in  the f i r s t  year  
o f  a  two-year  leg i s lat ive  ses s ion  
and d id  not  pass  i t s  house o f  
o r ig in  by  the deadl ine  in  the  
f i r s t  year ,  mean ing i t  car r ie s  
ov er  in to  the second year  to  
cont inue i t s  jou rney  th rough the 
leg i s la t ive  p rocess .

TWO-YEAR BILLS



The Mobi lehome Res idency  
P rotect ion  P rogram (MRLPP)  
a ims  to  addres s  the most  se r ious  
v io lat ions  o f  the  Mobi lehome 
Res idency  Law.  Th i s  b i l l  
mandates  the Depar tment  of  
Hous ing  and Communi ty  
Dev e lopment  re fe r  the mos t  
se r ious ,  harmfu l ,  and 
economica l l y  s ign i f icant  
a l leged v io lat ions  o f  the  MRLPP 
to  the A tto rney  Genera l .

AB 635: 
MOBILEHOME 

RESIDENCY LAW 
PROTECTION 
PROGRAM. 



Th i s  b i l l  requ i res  the depar tment  
and the  Of f ice  o f  Communi ty  
Par tner sh ips  to  inc lude a  
s tatewide “water -wi se”  
des ignat ion  in  the Sav e Our  
Water  Campaign fo r  bus inesses  
in  the CI I  sector  that  meet  o r  
exceed bes t  management  
p ract ices  fo r  water  use.

AB 1203: WATER 
CONSERVATION: 

WATER WISE 
DESIGNATION. 



Creates  a  Youth  Employment  
Sys tem (YES)  database fo r  m inor  
work  permi t s .  

AB 1351: PUPILS: 
WORK PERMITS: 

ONLINE 
DATABASE.



Refocuses  e f fo r t s  to  get  t ruant  
k ids  back  in to  c las s rooms  us ing 
p rov en ef fect ive  in te rv ent ions .

AB 1359: 
REMOVES 

PENALTIES FOR 
FAMILIES 

RECEIVING 
CALWORKS.



My top i s sue a reas  fo r  nex t  year  
wi l l  be:

• Hous ing 

• Fos te r  Youth

• Techno logy

• Educat ion

• A f fo rdab i l i ty

2026 PRIORITY 
BILLS 



Bill 
Introduction

A bill is put into print 
and eligible to be 
referred

Assembly 
Committees

A bill is referred to 
policy committee(s) 
and appropriations 
committee

Assembly 
Floor

The bill is voted on 
by all 80 members of 
the Assembly

Senate

A concurrent 
process happens in 
the Senate

Governor’s 
Desk

The Governor has 30 
days to veto a bill or 
sign it into law

LEGISLATIVE PROCESS



Fall Harvest Laptop Giveaway



Trunk Or Treat Health Roundtable



Questions?



CONTACT US

LINKEDIN
PATRICK AHRENS

INSTAGRAM
@PATRICKJAMESAHRENS

EMAIL
AHRENS.SCHEDULER@ASM.CA.GOV

OFFICE PHONE
408-446-2810


