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Group One

Powers and Structure of City Government:
Rules/Process for Action

CAO Support: GG/JB

City Staff Support: CMO

Other Stakeholders: City Clerk

City Council: Elections, Powers and
Conduct of Meetings
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Group Five

Civil Service: General Rules for Classified
and Unclassified Employees; Commission
Composition and Duties

CAO Support: SR

City Staff Support: CMO/HR

Other Stakeholders: Civil Service Commission;
Bargaining Units

Fiscal Administration and Procurement
CAO Support: GG/JB

City Staff Support: CMO/Finance/Public Works
Other Stakeholders: SVP

INEXT PAGE IS CHARTER]

Charter-2



THE CHARTER OF
THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA
CALIFORNIA

Sec. 100

Sec. 200

Sec. 300
Sec. 301

Article I. Name of City

Name.

Article II. Boundaries
Boundaries.

Article III. Succession
Rights and liabilities.
Ordinances.
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Sec. 302 Continuance of present officers and employees.
Sec. 303 Continuance of contracts and public improvements.
Sec. 304 Pending actions and proceedings.

Atrticle IV. Powers
Sec. 400 General grant of power.
Sec. 401 Disposal of public utility.

Article V. Form of Government

Sec. 500 Form of government.

Article VI. The Elective Officers

Sec 600 City Elected Officers

Sec. 600.01 Municipal elections.
Sec. 600.02 Consolidation of elections.

ISHCIENAMNGISAVEARSH Ordinances, Meetings
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Ordinances.

Sec. 809 Repeal or amendment of ordinances.
Sec. 810 Effective date of ordinances.

Sec. 811 Emergency ordinances.

Sec. 812 Publication of ordinances.

Sec. 813 Codification of ordinances.

Sec. 814 Adoption of printed building codes, etc.
Sec. 815 Publishing of legal notices.

Sec. 910 Administrative Code.
Sec. 911 Official bonds.
Sec. 912 Oath of office.

Sec. 1010  Civil Service Commission.
Sec. 1011  Civil Service Commission — Powers and duties.

Article XI. Civil Service
Sec. 1100  Civil service; merit principle.

Sec. 1101  Classified service.
Sec. 1102  Appointments from classified to the unclassified service.
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Santa Clara City Code

Sec. 1103  Classification.

Sec. 1104  Pay plan.

Sec. 1105  Civil service rules and regulations.
Sec. 1106  Reserved.

Sec. 1107  Prohibitions.

Sec. 1108  Contract for administrative services.

Sec. 1200

Article XII. Retirement

State system.

Article XV. Reserved
Article XVI. Reserved

Sec. 100

Article XVII. Reserved Powers, State Election Code and Amendments to State Elections Code

Sec. 1800
Sec. 1801
Sec. 1802
Sec. 1803

Sec. 100

Article XVIII. Miscellaneous
Definitions.
Violations.
Validity.
Effective date.

Article I. Name of City

Name.

The municipal corporation now existing and known as the “City of Santa Clara” shall remain and continue to be a
municipal body politic and corporate, as at present, in name, in fact, and in law.
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Santa Clara City Code Sec. 1003

Sec. 912 Oath of office.

Each member of the City Council, of every board and commission, and each officer and department head,
before entering upon the discharge of the duties of his/her office shall take, subscribe to and file with the City
Clerk the following oath of affirmation: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of California against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the United States and the Consti-
tution of the State of California; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of
evasion; and that [ will well and faithfully discharge the duties upon which I am about to enter.” (Amended by
electors at an election held March 7, 2000, Charter Chapter 11 of the State Statutes of 2000)

There shall be the following enumerated boards and commissions which shall have the powers and duties
herein stated, and such other powers and duties as may be conferred by the City Council which are not incon-
sistent herewith. In addition, the City Council may create by ordinance such boards or commissions as in its
judgment are required and may grant to them such powers and duties as are consistent with the provisions of
this Charter.

The City Council shall include in its annual budget sufficient appropriations of funds for the efficient and
proper functioning of such boards and commissions.

Except as otherwise provided in this article, the members of each of such boards or commissions shall be
appointed, and shall be subject to removal, by motion of the City Council adopted by at least four affirmative
votes. Except as otherwise provided in this article, the members of such boards and commissions shall serve
for a term of four years and until their respective successors are appointed and qualified; provided, however,
the members first appointed to those boards and commissions shall so classify themselves by lot that each suc-
ceeding July 1st the term of at least one of their number shall expire.

As soon as practicable, following the first day of July of every year, each of such boards and commissions
shall organize by electing one of its members to serve as presiding officer at the pleasure of such board or
commission. Each board or commission shall hold regular meetings as required by ordinance of the City
Council, and such special meetings as it may require. All proceedings shall be open to the public unless the
nature of any proceeding is such that in the opinion of such board or commission the public interest would be
best served by closing a particular proceeding to the public, and the reasons therefor are declared in any action
closing such proceeding. Upon conclusion of any such proceeding any final action which is to be taken by
such board or commission, with respect to such proceedings, shall be taken in open meeting.

The affirmative or negative vote of a majority of the entire membership of such board or commission shall be
necessary for it to take action. Each board or commission shall keep a record of its proceedings and transac-
tions. Each board or commission may prescribe its own rules and regulations which shall be consistent with
this Charter and copies of which shall be kept on file in the office of the City Clerk where they shall be avail-
able for public inspection. It shall have the same power as the City Council to compel the attendance of wit-
nesses, to examine them under oath and to compel the production of evidence before it. (Amended by electors
at an election held March 7, 2000, Charter Chapter 11 of the State Statutes of 2000)
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Sec. 1004

The members of boards and commissions shall serve without compensation for their services as such, but may
receive reimbursement for necessary traveling and other expenses when on official duty on order of the City
Council.

Except as otherwise herein provided, any vacancies in any board or commission from whatever cause arising,
shall be filled by appointment by the City Council. Upon a vacancy occurring leaving an unexpired portion of
a term, any appointment to fill such vacancy shall be for the unexpired portion of such term. If a member of a
board or commission absents himself/herself from three regular meetings of such board or commission, con-
secutively, unless with permission of such board or commission expressed in its official minutes, or is con-
victed of a crime involving moral turpitude, or ceases to be a qualified elector of the City, his/her office shall
be vacant and shall be so declared by the City Council. (As amended, 1967 Statutes, Senate Concurrent Res-
olution No. 35; Chapter 61; Amended by electors at an election held March 7, 2000, Charter Chapter 11 of the
State Statutes of 2000)

Each member of any such board or commission shall have the power to administer oaths and affirmations in
any investigation or proceeding pending before such board or commission.

There shall be a City Planning Commission consisting of seven members to be appointed by the City Council
from the qualified electors of the City, none of whom shall hold any paid office or employment in the City
government except that the City Manager, and the Director of Public Works and Utilities, or their designated
representatives, shall serve as ex-officio members of the commission. (As amended, 1965 Statutes, Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 74, Chapter 101)

The Planning Commission shall have power and be required to:

(a) After a public hearing thereon, recommend to the City Council the adoption, amendment, or repeal of
the General Plan or any part thereof for the physical development of the City;

(b) Exercise such functions with respect to land subdivisions, planning, and zoning as may be prescribed
by ordinance; and

(c) Exercise such planning, zoning, environmental or other function as now or may be hereafter authorized
by the State of California in so far as they do not conflict with the provisions of this Charter. (Amended by
electors at an election held March 7, 2000, Charter Chapter 11 of the State Statutes of 2000)

There shall be a City Parks and Recreation Commission consisting of seven members to be appointed by the
City Council from the qualified electors of the City, none of whom shall hold any paid office or employment
in the City government.

The Parks and Recreation Commission shall have power and be required to:

(a) Act in advisory capacity to the City Council in all matters pertaining to parks, recreation, playgrounds
and entertainment;
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Santa Clara City Code Sec. 1013

(b) Consider the annual budget of the Parks and Recreation Department during the process of its prepara-
tion and make recommendations with respect thereto to the City Manager and the City Council; and

(c) Assist in the planning and supervision of a recreation program for the inhabitants of the City, promote
and stimulate public interest therein and to that end, solicit to the fullest extent possible the cooperation of
school authorities and other public and private agencies interested therein. (Amended by electors at an elec-
tion held March 7, 2000, Charter Chapter 11 of the State Statutes of 2000)

Sec. 1010 Civil Service Commission.

There shall be a Civil Service Commission consisting of five members to be appointed by the City Council
from the qualified electors of the City, none of whom shall hold any paid office or employment in the City
government.

Sec. 1011 Civil Service Commission — Powers and duties.

(a) The Civil Service Commission is charged with the duty of providing qualified persons for appointment
to the service of the City. All appointments in the public service shall be made for the good of that service, and
solely upon merit and fitness, as established by appropriate test, without regard to partisan politics, race, color
or religious belief.

(b) Act as Board of Review to hear petitions by civil service employees, and applicants for civil service
positions, and to grant or deny such petitions.

(¢) Perform such other duties as may be required by the civil service rules and regulations. (Amended by
electors at an election held March 7, 2000, Charter Chapter 11 of the State Statutes of 2000)

There shall be a Board of Library Trustees consisting of five members to be appointed by the City Council
from the qualified electors of the City and no member of said Board shall hold any paid office or employment
in the City government.

The Board of Library Trustees shall have charge of the administration of the Santa Clara Free Public Library
and shall have power and be required to:

(a) Make and enforce such by-laws, rules and regulations as it may deem necessary for the administration
and protection of the City library;

(b) Approve or disapprove the appointment of a librarian who shall be the department head;

(c) Accept into the library fund and administer money, personal property or real estate donated to the City
or otherwise acquired for library purposes subject to the approval of the City Council;

(d) Contract with school, county or other governmental agencies to render or receive library services or
facilities, subject to the approval of the City Council. (Amended by electors at an election held March 7, 2000,
Charter Chapter 11 of the State Statutes of 2000)
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