
Attachment 3

Traffic Management Strategies 

Traffic calming options to address residential traffic concerns can generally be categorized as 
follows: 

1. Meeting with and educating residents to better understand the nature and· extent of traffic 
problem(s). A discussion of potential solutions to those problems often brings to light the 
likely benefits and potential impacts. 

2. Enforcing general laws and ordinances pertaining to speed limits, turning restrictions, 
intersection control and parking regulations. This may entail the establishment or revision 
of City ordinances. 

3. Utilizing traffic controi aev1ces that provide specific regulatory, warning or .guide 
messages to pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and all·users of the roadway. 

4. Neighborhood meetings and installing physical geometric design features that influence or 
direct the movement of vehicles, bicyclists or pedestrians within the neighborhood streets. 
In general, these designs cause either vertical or lateral modifications to achieve their 
objectives. Only when the methods in items 1, 2 and 3 have proven ineffective should 
these measures be utilized in addressing residential concerns. 

As stated, the NTCP is intended to expand the City's current practices to mitigate cut-through 
traffic, speeding and other traffic-related problems in residential neighborhoods. In line with the 
management strategies above, traffic calming options available through the NTCP are generally 
classified under one of the following three categories: 

• Level 1 -- These measures are generally comprised of studies, data collection efforts, 
observations, education, public involvement, enforcement efforts, new striping, new 
signage, parking controls and the use of the speed radar trailer (see categories 1-3 above). 
These measures are sometimes referred to as passive controls. 

• Level 2 -- These measures include neighborhood meetings and generally require the 
alteration of the physical configuration of neighborhood streets (see category 4 above). 
These measures are sometimes referred to as physical controls and common characteristics 
are that by their physical form they force or prohibit a specific action. These features are 
largely self-enforcing and create a visual impression that a street is not intended for 
through traffic. Level 2 treatments include neighborhood meetings, chokers, chicanes, 
gateways and rumble strips. While Level 2 measures may possibly negatively impact 
emergency response times of service vehicles, sound engineering and design in 
coordination with emergency service departments can reduce the impacts to a minimum. 
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Level 3 -- Level 3 measures are similar to Level 2 measures in that they require alteration 
of the physical configuration of neighborhood streets and force or prohibit a specific 
action, however, the intrinsic features of Level 3 measures critically affect neighborhood 
access and emergency response. Level 3 treatments include speed humps, traffic circles, 
median barriers, forced turn channelization, diagonal diverters and cul-de-sacs. Because 
emergency response routes (see pages 15 and 16) are part of vital routes in providing 
life-saving services to all City citizens and visitors, they will not be eligible to receive 
Level 3 treatments. 
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Level 2 and Level 3 Neighborhood Traffic Calming Options 
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Figure 1 

Police and· Fire Emergency Response Routes 
Two-Lane Residential Streets 
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Table 3 

Police and Fire Emergency Response Routes 
Two-Lane Residential Streets 
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Traffic Circles 
Level 3 

Description: Traffic circles use raised islands placed at the center of an intersection. The 
approaches to the intersection are generally controlled by "yield signs." Traffic circles force left 
turning vehicles to travel around the raised. "Splitter islands" can be used to prevent motorists 
from going around the circle the wrong way 

Positive Aspects: 
• Significantly reduces speeds. 
• Cheaper to maintain than traffic signal. 
• Provides equal access to intersections for all drivers. 
o May provide a safe environment for bicyclist~. 
• Creates space for landscaping. 

Negative Aspects: 
• Impedes emergency vehicle, truck and other service vehicle access. 
• Increases pedestrian hazard by bringing vehicles dose to crosswalks and the sidewalks. 
• May increase congestion in immediate area. 
• May become obstacles for motorists to crash into. 
• May increase right of way confusion among new users. 
• Right-of-way restrictions may apply. 
• May inhibit truck movements. 
• Required safety signing may detract from its aesthetic quality. 
• High installation cost. 
• Landscaping will require increased maintenance. 
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