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3111 Benton Street

• Conditional Use Permit (File No. PLN23-00148) for a new unmanned AT&T 
telecommunication facility at 3111 Benton Street.

October 23, 2024 Planning Commission Hearing
• The proposal for a monotree was presented to the Planning Commission.  

• Planning Commission continued the item to allow for the applicant to present 
an alternative three monopole design. 

2

Request
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Background
3111 Benton Street

• On March 23, 2023, Complete Wireless Consulting, filed an application 
requesting a Conditional Use Permit for a new unmanned telecommunication 
facility for AT&T. 

• Conditional Use Permits are required for all new wireless telecommunication 
facilities per Chapter 18.66 Wireless Telecommunication Facilities of the 
Updated Zoning Code. 

• There is existing cell site located on the roof of the existing church on-site. 
However, AT&T was unable to co-locate on the roof and therefore is 
proposing a new wireless communication facility. 



4

Project Site

3111 Benton Street

• Site Area: 3.15 acres
• General Plan: Public/Quasi- 

Public
• Zoning: Public/Quasi-Public 

(PQP)
• Site Conditions: Church with 

paved parking lot. There is an 
existing cell site located on the 
roof of the church. 
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3 Light Monopoles – Site Plan

3111 Benton Street

• Pole Lease Area: 
– 3 - 80 square foot lease 

areas around each pole

• Equipment Lease Area:
– 366 square feet
– Back-up battery cabinet
– Enclosed by existing 

wooden fence
– 15 feet from rear property 

line
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3 Light Monopole - Elevation

3111 Benton Street

• Setback From Rear Property Line:
– 49 to 51 feet

• Setback to Front Property Line:
– 40 to 42 feet

• Pole Height:
– 42 feet – 6 inches

• Monopole Lights to be painted 
black



Photo Sims 
3111 Benton Street

3 Light Monopole



Photo Sims 
3111 Benton Street

3 Light Monopole
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Monotree – Site Plan

3111 Benton Street

• Monotree Lease Area: 
– 511 square feet
– Enclosed by new 6-foot-tall 

wooden fence
– Surrounded by existing trees 

• Equipment Lease Area:
– 366 square feet
– 30 kW diesel generator to be 

removed, a new battery 
cabinet to be installed

– Enclosed by existing wooden 
fence

– 15 feet from rear property line
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Monotree Plan - Elevation

3111 Benton Street

• Setback from rear property 
line:
– Steel Pole: 37 feet 1 inch
– Branches: 22 feet 6 inches 

• Monotree Height:
– To top of branches: 60 feet
– To top of steel: 57 feet
– To top of antennas: 55 feet 
– To bottom of Branches: 20 

feet 
• Base of monotree painted 

brown to match the 
monotree trunk



Photo Sims 
3111 Benton Street

Monotree



Photo Sims 
3111 Benton Street

Monotree
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Public Comments
• Received 14 public comments from neighbors, including 1 letter signed by 28 neighbors, 

opposing the proposed project.

• Concerns Included:
• Negative health effects* 
• Location and visibility from residences
• Negative effect on property values
• Adjacency to historic Pomeroy Green Townhomes
• Fire risk

*Pertaining to safety concerns, local governments, including the City of Santa Clara, are 
preempted from regulating wireless telecommunication facilities based on concerns 
regarding the health effects of radio frequency emissions. 

3111 Benton Street
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Staff Recommendation
• Determine that the Project is categorically exempt from formal environmental 

review per Section 15303(d), New Construction of Utility Extensions, of the 
CEQA Guidelines; and

• Adopt a Resolution to Approve a Conditional Use Permit to allow a new 
telecommunication facility at 3111 Benton Street, subject to conditions of 
approval.

3111 Benton Street
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Existing Context
1515 Richard Ave

3111 Benton Street
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Staff Recommendation

3111 Benton Street
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Background
3111 Benton Street

• August 21, 2024, Planning Commission Meeting
– Staff provided a presentation on the project followed by a presentation from the applicant. 

– 3 public speakers that spoke in opposition of the project with concerns related to the proposed 
diesel generator and the location of the new telecommunication facility.

– Applicant requested a continuance to the September 11, 2024, Planning Commission meeting 
to allow additional time for research and review of comments received during testimony.

• September 11, 2024, Planning Commission Meeting
– Applicant requested a further continuance to address comments
– Tolling agreement between the City and the applicant to ensure request is processed within the 

time limits permitted
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