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What is an Objective Design Standard?

Standards that “involve no personal or subjective judgement by a public official and are
uniformly verifiable by reference to an external and uniform benchmark or criterion
available and knowable by both the development applicant or proponent the public
official before submittal” (Government Code Section 65913.4 & 66300(a}(7))

Objective

The objective design standards will do the following:
— Provide clear, objective, and measurable standards for multi-family and
residential mixed-use projects citywide

— Streamline project review of housing, in accordance with state law

Ensure buildings are appropriate to their surroundings and environment

Promote thoughtful, context-sensitive site design

Maintain and enhance Santa Clara’s built environment through quality
architectural design; and

Promote a pedestrian scale urban environment that enriches the quality of life of
its citizens
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A newspaper notice was published in the February 11, 2026, issue of the
Santa Clara Weekly describing the proposed adoption of the Citywide
Objective Design Standards. One comment has been received.

Public contact was made by posting the City Council agenda on the City’s
official-notice bulletin board outside City Hall Council Chambers.
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C:Q Evaluation

The adoption of the Citywide Objective Design Standards is an
implementation action of the 2023 Housiug Element for which the City
prepared an Addendum to the 2010-2035 General Plan Environmental
Impact Report (EIR).

The Addendum indicated that the adoption of the Housing Element, and its
implementing actions, would not result in environmental impacts beyond
those described in the General Plan Update EIR.

The recommended actions for adoption of the Objective Design Standards
fall within the scope of the adopted Addendum.
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Recomn el dal on

Staff recommends that City Council:

1. Determining the project to be consistent with the January 31, 2023
Addendum for the 2023 Housing Element pursuant to CEQA.

2. Waive First Reading and Introduce the Citywide Objective Design
Standards Ordinance.
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