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Action on Council Request
(Council Policy 030) for a
Resolution in Support of
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe being
Recognized

June 9, 2026, Item #11 RTC 26-533
Paulina Morales, Assistant City Managen
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Council Request 030

* At the March 24, 2026, the City Council meeting,
direction was provided to agendize a resolution in

support of federal recognition of the Muwekma
Ohlone Tribe

POST MEETING MATERIAL
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Muwekma Ohlone Tribe

* The Muwekma Ohlone Tribe is composed of
descendants of the Ohlone (also known as Costanoan)
people, who historically inhabited areas across present-
day San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Alameda,
Contra Costa, and portions of Napa, Santa Cruz, Solano,
and San Joaquin counties. The Tribe traces its
documented ancestry primarily to the historic Verona
Band of Alameda County.

\ City of

Muwekma Ohlone Tribe...

* The Verona Band of Alameda County, now associated
with the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe, was previously
recognized by the federal government. Federal records
indicate that the group’s federal acknowledgment status
changed in the early 20th century through
administrative actions by the Bureau of Indian Affairs

(BIA), including actions taken by the Sacramento Indian
Agency.
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Muwekma Ohlone Tribe...

* In 1989, the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe submitted a
petition for federal acknowledgment under the BIA’s
Federal Acknowledgment Process (25 CFR Part 83). The
federal acknowledgment process provides an
administrative pathway for tribes to seek recognition
and requires petitioners to demonstrate satisfaction of
specific regulatory criteria related to historical
continuity, community, and political authority.
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Actions taken by other Jurisdictions
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@ RESOLUTION NO. 2025107

ARESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF UNION CITY
UNION URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS, THE WHITE HOUSE, THE
cIry DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, AND THE BUREAU OF INDIAN
— AFFAIRS TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE MUWEKMA OHLONE TRIBE OF
THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA'S FEDERAL RECOGNITION

T
[VERM®R
R —

-

WHEREAS, the Muwekma Ohione peopie are the only Bureau of Indian Affairs-
documented and historic Ohione Tribe from the San Francisco Bay Area who have

taey Doug Bury Bryan Mercier s
. maintained a distinct culture, social, and polical identity for over 230 years despile
Deparinascol the tador . jureau of Indian Aftai 4
T of i . Director, Bureau of Incian Affars. genocide and poliical srasure: and

s s dan Adfais U.S. Dapastment of the Interior
ftan, DX 20240 VL © SNMACEIN, M Ao by WHEREAS, Tribe has had inthesan
Washington, DC 20240 Francisco an, Area since time immemonal; and

WHEREAS, the direct ancestors of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe were missionized
into tne three Bay Area Missions—Santa Clara, San Jose. and San Francisco—duning
the expansion of the Spanish Empire inta Alta Calfemia from 1769 until secularization in

# s From:  Tnai Nam Pham, Gity Clerk
Date:  Tuesday, August 5, 2025

Deae Socrotary Burgum, RE:  Resolution No. 2025107 ~ Supporting Federal Recognition of the 1835; and
Muwekma Ohione Tribe

On behaf of the Gty of Uvarmore, | g toax; strong support of 3 WHEREAS, (o United Sttes Govsmment mantaned 3 st eaionship wih

onf 1906 t0 1927,

Dear Secretary Burgum and Director Mercier, s e Verona B:

e Tribe of w Area
" as recognized by awe:u o ndian Aftas agents and wwnmemenls and

s the Gity Clerk for the Gty of Union Gy, | am transmitting this.letter pursuant to
e in our region. The the deocton o e Cly CoumlofUnkn Cly.wich sdoped Rosoksion Ho. 425-
sy 107 at it reguiar meeting on July 22, 2025. The resoiution urges te United States

sigif WHEREAS, the Muwekma Ohione Tribe has never been terminated by an act of

ved Farces and have con Congress but was bureaucraticaly and politically removed from the st of landless ries

tribe's members have hanorably serve e State:

demonstrated their comenitmant to the commuity

Affairs o

Tribe. Thank you for your ttentian &

Sincerely,

Y
4t P
et M
e o v

& Evan Banning Vice Mayor, Gty of Uvermore
Marianna Burch, City Manager, Gty af Livermore
Charlene Nijmeh, Chairweman of Muwekma Ohlone Tribe of the San Francises Bay

manager’s

ity
office

the Interior, and elgible for land or homesite purchases under the Congressional Appropriation Acts of

ecogrts s Mruckzs Ohlne Trko of e S o Boy Arca as 2 ity
recognized

The resoution expresses the Gty Councirs support for feaffeming the Muwekma
Ohlane Tribe's status as a sovereign Native Nation Rt Righights the Trbe's historical
and cutural signticance, incuding fts long:Sianding presence i the Bay Area and
documented historical relabonship With the federal govermment as the Verona Band
Please find the adopted resoluion aftached. Should your offces require additonal
information or documentabon. | am happy 1o provide it upon request

Sincen

A
Thai Nam Pham, MMC, CPMC
Cay Gierk
Caty of Urion City

1606, 1908, and subsequent years, without due process, despite its tust relationship and
prior federal recognition: and

WWHEREAS, meibers of the Muweka Ohlane Tribe have béen enfoled under
the 1928 Calit; he Bureau of
Indian AMairs, the Surmsry of the Interior, and federal courts, and have consistently
organized under the 1934 Indian Redrgancation Act and afiended Indian Boardng
Sehools in the 1630s and 1940s; ana

WHEREAS. 814 Bl bers of the Verona
residingin Area; and

WHEREAS, Muwekma Ohlone men and women have honorably served in al
ranches of e United Siates Amed Forces n evey mafo miliary confic since Workd
War | and continue 1o serve today, a

WHEREAS, justics and equal Teatment uncer the law demang that the
Depantment of the Interior and the federal gavemment officially recagnize the Muwekma
Ohione Trine’s histoical, social, miltary, and poktical contribUONS NoUgh reaffmaton
o it federal status.
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Recommendation

* Receive the report and provide input or further direction to
staff on the adoption of a Resolution supporting Federal
Recognition of the Muwekma Ohlone.
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