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Study Session: Zoning Code Update

Goals for the Update

• Modernize document

— Format &Style

— Word Choices

Align with General Plan

• Fix known problems

• Provide consistency

• Incorporate stakeholder input
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Study Session: Zoning Code Update

Update Timeline

Information Diagnosis Draft
Gathering Report

City Council
Study Sessions

Public CEQA Public
Review Hearing
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Study Session: Zoning Code Update

City's Consultant: Mintier Harnish and Jacobsen & Wack

• Expertise in Zoning Code Updates

• Worked extensively throughout California

• Will provide an overview of proposed Zoning Code contents and
organization

• Will summarize Stakeholder input
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Study Session: Zoning Code Update

Proposed Table of Contents

Article 1: Purpose and Applicability

Article 2: Zones, Allowable Uses, and Development Standards

Article 3: Site Planning and General Development Standards

Article 4: Standards for Specific Land Uses

Article 5: Nonconformities

Article 6: Permit Processing Procedures

Article ~: Zoning Code Administration

Article 8: Definitions

Study Session: Zoning Code Update

Article 1: Purpose and Applicability of the
Zoning Code

Purpose and authoi ity ~~..,.~_-.~...~.~~.az.

• Relationship to General Plan =
-a~~

• Relationship to other ordinances u~"` ~"~'~°~"~

• Zoning map and zones ~ ~' `"~~~ ~m~

• Procedures for interpretation ~ ~, "

• Uses not classified ~ ~~~;~~"~.~~
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Study Session: Zoning Code Update

Article 2: Zoning Districts i ~ :. ~ ~~ ~. ~
(~ ~ ~•m~;•• avei aze ,a~~a~~as„1: w<..r

• Purpose Statements ~, ' u' """"°~'

• Zones ~~ ~ o
— Residential ~ ~ ~~ 1
— Commercial I =t. ~"~"'
— Mixed Use - ~~""~",e ems. ~.~,.,

— Office/Industrial ~ `~
— Special Purpose ~ '" U~"°~ss'o~„w~,
— Overlay Zones _ ,~ ~ -

• Development Standards -- - - ~ ~° `~~ "'
Land Uses and Permit Requirements tt~ °w °~°

Other Applicable Regulations T ~ P G~~°~i55.
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Article 3: Site Planning and General Development Standards
• Height

• Setbacks
• Yard measurements
• Parking
• Landscaping

• Accessory structures
• Fences
• Signs
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Study Session: Zoning Code Update

Article 4: Standards for Specific Land Uses
• Accessory dwelling units
• Home occupations
• Mobile food vendors
• Residential care facilities
• Wireless telecommunication facilities

Article 5: Nonconformities

Nonconforming uses
Nonconforming structures
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Article 6: Permit Processing Procedures
• Site plan and design review

• Temporary use permits

• Conditional use permits

• Variances
• Zoning clearances
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Article ~: Zoning Code Administration

Administrative responsibilities

• Amendments

Appeals

Development agreements

Permit modifications

• Public notices.

Article 8: Definitions

Study Session: Zoning Code Update

Stakeholder Input

• Stakeholder Interviews:
November 14 -16, 201

• Seven priinai~y categories of input:
— Simplification and Modernization

— Restructure Administrative Procedures

— Signs

— Parking

— Planned Developments

— Architecttu ~l Overlay Zones

— Single Family Regulations



Study Session: Zoning Code Update

Simplification
and Modernization

"We need a Code that the public and business
commtcnit~ can easily interpret, and that

• Clear and concise language i~zcludes current best practices."

• Consolidation of land uses and zones

• Cohesive quality development standards

• Eliminate unnecessary technical
language

Contemporary format

• Illustrative examples of development
types
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Study Session: Zoning Code Update

Restructure Administrative
Procedure

lnonvr ~nreU

"The six-month review of Conditional Use
Permits is not helpful, we need to moue aL
from this in t1~e updated Code."

• Restructure the Site and
Architectural Review process

• Modify the multiple appeals process

• Revise minor modifications process

• Reduce administrative processing tunes

a+RKrvc for
LANDSCAPE

REWINEk.CHT
One Tree pei si.

Pdl Aing S~d(CS Jt1do~ a~ «~~a
each row



Study Session: Zoning Code Update

Update General Development
Standards: Sign Regulations

• Time limits for posting sign types

• Allowable sign setbacks

Approval requireillents for secondary
frontage signs

• Sign program variances

• Updated graphics where necessary
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Update General Development
Standards: Parking Standards

• Recreational vehicle parking

• Compact parking

• EV parking

• Illustrative examples

"Tlie sign regulations are really
confusing and not user fi~iendl~."

"The City heeds parki~ig
standards for' current
development tcjpes.
Possibly allow tandem
and shm•ed pm•king „ q,
where applicable."
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Planned Developments

• Update Planned Development Permit
and Process

Modernize District development
standards, relying less on Planned
Developments

Limited use to establish unique
Development Standards where
warranted

"Planned Developments
are used too often,
causing spot zoning
across the City."
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special Zones

• Incorporate Specific Plan Districts

• New stand-alone or overlay zones for special
areas in the City (i.e., Old Quad, Mid-Century
Modern Mackay neighborhoods)

"The Old Quad should be treated
differently, with different
development standards a~2d
design guidelines to preserve the
historic architecttu~e."
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Single Family Zones

• Revise Minor Modification requirements

• Codify Single-Family Design Guidelines

• Reduce restrictions on additions

• Allow larger garages

Extend maximum lot coverage

• Prohibit vehicle repair as home
occupation

~iY OF SANTA a4PA

DESIGN GUIDELINES
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Additional Stakeholder Feedback

• Increase outdoor dining seating

Provide development standards for drive-thru uses

• Provide flexible standards for mobile food trucks
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Cit of Santa Clarav
City Council IVleeting -July 1 ~, 201 ~

Study Session: Zoning Code
Update
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