
City of Santa Clara

Meeting Minutes

Cultural Commission

Draft

7:00 PM Virtual Meeting04/05/2021

Pursuant to the provisions of California Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20, issued on March 

17, 2020, to prevent the spread of COVID-19, the City of Santa Clara has implemented methods 

for the public to participate remotely.

Via Zoom:

https://santaclaraca.zoom.us/j/98272283531

Webinar ID: 982 7228 3531

Or join by phone: 1 669 900 6833

The meeting set-up is in line with the recommendations of the COVID-19 White House Task 

Force, which notes no more than ten (10) people gathering. The Chair will be present for the 

meeting with the staff liaison and commissioners participating remotely.

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order by Chair Samara at 7:09 P.M.

Chair Louis Samara, Commissioner Niha  Mathur, Commissioner 

Debra von Huene, Commissioner Candida Diaz, and Commissioner 

Teresa Sulcer

Present 5 - 

Vice Chair Jonathan MarinaroAbsent 1 - 

CONSENT CALENDAR

1.A 21-296 Cultural Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of March 1, 2021

Recommendation: Approve the Cultural Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of March 1, 

2021.

A motion was made by Commissioner Diaz, seconded by 

Commissioner Mathur that this item be approved. The motion 

passed with the following vote:

Aye: Chair Samara, Commissioner Mathur, Commissioner von Huene, 

Commissioner Diaz, and Commissioner Sulcer

5 - 

Absent: Vice Chair Marinaro1 - 
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PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

None.

GENERAL BUSINESS

2. 21-482 Cultural Commission Work Plan FY2020/21 Goals and Activities

Recommendation: Provide status reports on the FY 2020/21 Cultural Commission work plan 

goals and activities. 

The Commission discussed the work plan goals and reported on the 

progress in each area.

Goal #2-Commissioner von Huene shared that 16 agreements were 

received for the Virtual Sculpture Exhibition. The photos will be posted on 

the website and the public will vote on their favorite. The video will follow at 

a later date.  Commissioner von Huene reported as of 4/5, 41 applications 

were received for the Surviving Covid Project. The kickoff meeting will be 

after 4/15. Only one artist is from the youth category. The judges were 

discussed.

Commissioner Diaz shared an updated presentation on the Utility box 

project. All six (6) boxes have been identified. Call for Artists will be on 4/19 

and closes on 5/3. Winners will be announced at the June meeting. 

Commissioner Mathur shared the Art map has been updated with all the 

Utility Box locations.

Goal #3-Commissioner Diaz shared a rough draft of the coloring book for 

the Commemorative months. 

Goal #4-The Commission will be attending the City Council meeting on 4/6.  

Will mention the NEA Grant, as well as how the commission celebrates 

diversity through art and events. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Diaz, seconded by 

Commissioner Sulcer, that $4,500 be allocated to the Utility Art Box 

project for the first round of six (6) boxes. The motion passed with 

the following vote:

Aye: Chair Samara, Commissioner Mathur, Commissioner von Huene, 

Commissioner Diaz, and Commissioner Sulcer

5 - 

Absent: Vice Chair Marinaro1 - 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Diaz, seconded by 

Commissioner von Huene, that the judging panel for the Utility Box 

project will consist of Commissioner Diaz, Commissioner Mathur 

and Commisioner von Huene. The motion passed with the following 

vote:

Aye: Chair Samara, Commissioner Mathur, Commissioner von Huene, 

Commissioner Diaz, and Commissioner Sulcer

5 - 

Absent: Vice Chair Marinaro1 - 

A motion was made by Commissioner von Huene, seconded by 

Commissioner Sulcer, that $1,200 be allocated for the 

Commemorative Months coloring book. The motion passed with the 

following vote:

Aye: Chair Samara, Commissioner Mathur, Commissioner von Huene, 

Commissioner Diaz, and Commissioner Sulcer

5 - 

Absent: Vice Chair Marinaro1 - 

STAFF REPORT

Recreation Manager Castro discussed a fun event that just concluded, 

"Let's Eggsplore Santa Clara". She mentioned a virtual ribbon cutting 

video for Homeridge and Creekside Parks and Raymond G. Gamma Dog 

Park that is being rehabilitated.  She mentioned spring classes started the 

week of April 5 and staff are programming for Summer. She also 

mentioned budget challenges and food service projects the City is 

undertaking.  

COMMISSIONERS REPORT

Commissioner von Huene mentioned she attended the California for the 

Arts South Bay Regional Networking meeting on March 25. She shared a 

slide deck from Arts, Culture and Creativity Month (ACCM) that was 

declared in 2019 by the California Senate to be every April.  She 

mentioned there is a full day virtual ACCM convening on April 27. She 

thanked staff for working on the Virtual Sculpture agreements.

Commissioner Diaz formally thanked City staff for their work on the Utility 

Box project. 

21-562 California Arts, Culture, & Creativity Month April 2021 Post Meeting 

Material

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Commissioner von Huene, seconded by 

Commissioner Diaz, that the meeting be adjourned at 8:05 P.M.

Page 3City of Santa Clara Printed on 05/06/2021

http://santaclara.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=17860


04/05/2021Cultural Commission Meeting Minutes

Aye: Chair Samara, Commissioner Mathur, Commissioner von Huene, 

Commissioner Diaz, and Commissioner Sulcer

5 - 

Absent: Vice Chair Marinaro1 - 
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The time limit within which to commence any lawsuit or legal challenge to any 

quasi-adjudicative decision made by the City is governed by Section 1094.6 of the 

Code of Civil Procedure, unless a shorter limitation period is specified by any other 

provision. Under Section 1094.6, any lawsuit or legal challenge to any 

quasi-adjudicative decision made by the City must be filed no later than the 90th day 

following the date on which such decision becomes final. Any lawsuit or legal 

challenge, which is not filed within that 90-day period, will be barred. If a person 

wishes to challenge the nature of the above section in court, they may be limited to 

raising only those issues they or someone else raised at the meeting described in 

this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Santa Clara, at or 

prior to the meeting. In addition, judicial challenge may be limited or barred where the 

interested party has not sought and exhausted all available administrative remedies.

If a member of the public submits a speaker card for any agenda items, their name 

will appear in the Minutes. If no speaker card is submitted, the Minutes will reflect 

"Public Speaker."

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act 

of 1990 ("ADA"), the City of Santa Clara will not discriminate against qualified 

individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs, or 

activities, and will ensure that all existing facilities will be made accessible to the 

maximum extent feasible. The City of Santa Clara will generally, upon request, 

provide appropriate aids and services leading to effective communication for 

qualified persons with disabilities including those with speech, hearing, or vision 

impairments so they can participate equally in the City’s programs, services, and 

activities.  The City of Santa Clara will make all reasonable modifications to policies 

and programs to ensure that people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to 

enjoy all of its programs, services, and activities.  

Agendas and other written materials distributed during a public meeting that are 

public record will be made available by the City in an appropriate alternative format.  

Contact the City Clerk’s Office at 1 408-615-2220 with your request for an alternative 

format copy of the agenda or other written materials.

Individuals who require an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or 

any other disability-related modification of policies or procedures, or other 

accommodation, in order to participate in a program, service, or activity of the City of 

Santa Clara, should contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 408-615-3000 as soon as 

possible but no later than 48 hours before the scheduled event.
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