
sacramento
historic 
districts 
CPF Conference May 2025
Kathleen Romano



key learnings

SACRAMENTO HISTORIC DISTRICTS

2

districts define every structure
designating a historical district does not require 100% owner 
buy-in. and includes ADUs
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districts reduce applicant costs
Form based guidelines reduce applications coming before HLC 
lowering applicant costs & providing HLC focus its work plan.

districts balance preservation
CA State Permit Streamlining Act and recent ADU laws can be met 
while managing change of historic resources to meet SoIS.



california preservation foundation 
2020 award winner
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“Based on extensive historic research and a comprehensive survey of each district, individual 
historic contexts, significance evaluations, periods of significance updates, lists of 
character-defining features, and an inventory of contributing and non-contributing resources 
were prepared. Using this information, the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation, and public input, design standards common to all of Sacramento’s historic 
districts were developed. Additionally, customized design standards for each individual 
district, were developed to ensure that the unique characteristics of each neighborhood will 
be preserved and enhanced.
The Historic District Plans were unanimously approved by City Council in December 2019 with 
support from a broad cross-section of the community.”

- CPF Website1



one plan does not fit all2
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unique plans
Each district has a Brief 
District Historic Context, 
Significance, Period of 
Significance 

unique resources
Each district has 
Contributing and 
Non-Contributing 
Resources

unique areas 
Each district has a Historic 
District Physical Description 
and Boundaries

unique preservation
Each district has 
Preservation and Infill 
Design Standards



ordinances
Define districts by 

significance not just 
current inventory

boundaries
Document historic 
significance using 
multiple & simple 

approaches 

contexts

districts define everything
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Remove antiquated 
terminology, identifying all 

contributing & 
non-contributing 

resources

guidelines
Publish historic 

preservation guidelines 
for each City Design 

Guideline topic & form 
based ADU rules.
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1. CPF Awards: https://californiapreservation.org/awards/sac-hdp/
2. Historic District Plans proposal deliverables: 

https://sacramento.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=30&clip_id=4213&meta_i
d=527182

3. Standards and Critieria for All Historic Districts: 
https://www.cityofsacramento.gov/content/dam/portal/cdd/Planning/Urban-Design/P
reservation/Adopted-Historic-District-Plans/Design-Standards-for-All-Districts.pdf

4. Capitol Mansions Historic District Plan: 
https://www.cityofsacramento.gov/content/dam/portal/cdd/Planning/Urban-Design/P
reservation/Adopted-Historic-District-Plans/Capitol-Mansions-HDP.pdf
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