
From: Lesley Xavier
To: Jason Silva; Lucy Garcia; Elizabeth Elliott
Subject: FW: Agenda Item PLN24-00514
Date: Wednesday, December 4, 2024 8:33:13 AM
Attachments: PLN 24-00514 Neighbor Comments.docx

PMM for the Continuance item this evening.

Lesley

Lesley Xavier | Planning Manager
Community Development Department | Planning Division
1500 Warburton Avenue | Santa Clara, CA 95050
D: 408.615.2484 | email: LXavier@SantaClaraCA.gov

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.santaclaraca.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJSilva%40Santaclaraca.gov%7C64780872a9804b77e9ac08dd148138b8%7C28ea354810694e81aa0b6e4b3271a5cb%7C0%7C0%7C638689267928945126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6YJO3DKG40naPwV1uN1fDFHQ5Kz5y6D2QE84d4kE%2Bhk%3D&reserved=0

-----Original Message-----
From: DIANN RYAN
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 7:44 PM
To: Lesley Xavier <LXavier@santaclaraca.gov>
Subject: Agenda Item PLN24-00514

[You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

Attached please see comments and pictures, submitted for the Planning Commission hearing on "Request for a Variance" per Agenda Item PLN24-00514.
This is for the fence at 572 Woodhams Road.

Diann Ryan
Santa Clara City Resident

PMM
PC Meeting 12/04/24
RTC 24-1203
Item 1
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Attention:  Planning Commission Meeting Item PLN24-00514

Variance Request for Constructed Fence at 572 Woodhams Road





I am a neighbor who walks and drives every day by this barricade-like 100 foot wrought iron fence, which exists along Forbes Avenue adjacent to the corner of Forbes and Woodhams Road.  (Pictures below)

I am writing these comments after speaking with a dozen or so neighbors who have  expressed concern regarding  the appearance and traffic safely of this fence, built without permits but allowed to stand for 5 months.



This fence is clearly on the City of Santa Clara right of way and is in violation of the municipal zoning code per Chapter 18.34. It blatantly disregards all manner of required setbacks.



My husband and I noticed this non-compliant fence going up on June 13th of this year.  My husband immediately sent an email to the Planning Department, alerting them of this situation.  We received no reply.  Another neighbor called and talked with a planning staff member about it but received no follow-up call.  On June 18, 5 days later, we got an email from staff who said they would “look into it.”  On June 21, 8 days later, we were asked to create a “service request” before inspectors could check out the violation!  Of course, by this time the illegal fence was already completed, and we heard nothing more about it from the authorities.  Now, here we are 5 months later with this review!



This unsightly and dangerous fence was built without permits.  It is right on the edge of the sidewalk with about 5 feet between it and an existing wooden 6 foot  fence, which already separates the owner’s backyard from the street.  The space between the 2 parallel fences is roughly 5 feet and is now filled with refuse, unused building blocks, piles of dirt.  In addition to the fence, the house already has a bush on the corner of Forbes and Woodhams which blocks the sight line for bikes, walkers, and cars trying to turn onto Woodhams.  



We neighbors feel that there is absolutely NO reason for this fence nor any just or fair reason to give the owner a variance of a very clear and intentional violation of the codes for residential fences.  It should come down!



December 3, 2024
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Aten�on:  Planning Commission Mee�ng Item PLN24-00514 
Variance Request for Constructed Fence at 572 Woodhams Road 

I am a neighbor who walks and drives every day by this barricade-like 100 foot 
wrought iron fence, which exists along Forbes Avenue adjacent to the corner of 
Forbes and Woodhams Road.  (Pictures below) 
I am wri�ng these comments a�er speaking with a dozen or so neighbors who 
have  expressed concern regarding  the appearance and traffic safely of this fence, 
built without permits but allowed to stand for 5 months. 

This fence is clearly on the City of Santa Clara right of way and is in viola�on of the 
municipal zoning code per Chapter 18.34. It blatantly disregards all manner of 
required setbacks. 

My husband and I no�ced this non-compliant fence going up on June 13th of this 
year.  My husband immediately sent an email to the Planning Department, 
aler�ng them of this situa�on.  We received no reply.  Another neighbor called 
and talked with a planning staff member about it but received no follow-up call.  
On June 18, 5 days later, we got an email from staff who said they would “look 
into it.”  On June 21, 8 days later, we were asked to create a “service request” 
before inspectors could check out the viola�on!  Of course, by this �me the illegal 
fence was already completed, and we heard nothing more about it from the 
authori�es.  Now, here we are 5 months later with this review! 

This unsightly and dangerous fence was built without permits.  It is right on the 
edge of the sidewalk with about 5 feet between it and an exis�ng wooden 6 foot  
fence, which already separates the owner’s backyard from the street.  The space 
between the 2 parallel fences is roughly 5 feet and is now filled with refuse, 
unused building blocks, piles of dirt.  In addi�on to the fence, the house already 
has a bush on the corner of Forbes and Woodhams which blocks the sight line for 
bikes, walkers, and cars trying to turn onto Woodhams.   

We neighbors feel that there is absolutely NO reason for this fence nor any just or 
fair reason to give the owner a variance of a very clear and inten�onal viola�on of 
the codes for residen�al fences.  It should come down! 

December 3, 2024 
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