
 

Obey all traffic laws & lights 
Remember your bike on the road is just like a 
“vehicle” . 
Make complete stops at red lights and stop 
signs, and proceed only when it is safe. 

BICYCLE  SAFETY  TIPS WEAR & FIT YOUR HELMET 

Santa Clara is known as "The Mission City," and was founded in 1852.  It 
has grown into an internationally diverse community of over 129,000 
residents with employment base of about 106,750. With 19.3 square miles 
of tree-lined neighborhoods, thriving commercial and industrial centers, 
and 300 days of sunshine each year, Santa Clara is an ideal location for 
individuals, families and businesses. Santa Clara is home to an 
extraordinary array of high-tech companies, Santa Clara University, 
Mission College, California’s Great America Theme Park, and Levi’s® 
Stadium, home of the San Francisco 49ers. 

The Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) was formed in 
1991 to serve as an advisory body to the City Council on matters relative 
to modifying and/or expanding the City’s recreational and commuter 
bicycling system. Its intent is to encourage recreational and commuter 
bicycling by promoting safe, convenient, well-designed facilities, and by 
evaluating local bicycle-related projects. 
 

BPAC meetings are open to the public and held on the 4th Monday of 
January, March, June, August and October.  Agendas are posted at the 

Learn more about Santa Clara at  
www.santaclaraca.gov 

 
 

To see this map online, visit 
www.santaclaraca.gov/maps 
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Ride in the middle of the lane: 
When you’re travelling at the same speed as 
motor vehicles. 
When the lane is too narrow for a car to safely 
pass you. 

 Use hand signals & Look again 
To let motorists or other bicyclists know what 
action or direction you intend to take. 

 Watch for cars 
Always make eye contact with drivers. 
Never assume a driver sees you until you are 
sure that they do.  

Stay out of the blind spot  
Ride a little bit ahead of the vehicle so the 
person driving can see you, or  
Stay far enough back so if the vehicle turns 
right or stops, you’ll be able to stop safely. 
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KEEP YOUR BIKE ABOUT  SANTA  CLARA 

 

Use caution when passing 
Pass slowed or stopped traffic on the right 
only when it’s safe to do so. 
Be careful on overtaking cars. 

Don’t ride against traffic 
To be most visible, ride with the flow of traffic. 

Get the green light 
Most but not all of Santa Clara’s traffic signals 
with sensors are marked for bikes. 
Stop on top of the small, white bicycle decals 
in the pavement at street intersections, 
indicating electronic detectors. 

Don’t weave between parked cars 
Ride in a straight line along the side of parked 
cars. 
Cars may not see you when you move back 
into traffic.  

Riding on sidewalks and multi-use paths  
Cyclists must yield to all pedestrians on 
sidewalks and those marked or unmarked 
crosswalks.  
Give a warning with a bell or your voice before 
overtaking pedestrians from behind.  

Stay visible 
Wear bright or reflective clothing. 
Use lights when biking at night or in low-light 
conditions. 

Stay Alert 
Cross railroad tracks at a right angle so your 
tire won’t get stuck. 
Keep a lookout for obstacles in your path. 

Watch for car doors 
Be careful not to swerve into traffic while 
avoiding an open door. 

 Choose the best way to turn left 
1. Ride through the intersection on the right side 

of the road. 
2. Stop near the curb and turn the bike to head in 

the right direction. 
3. Proceed with caution, obeying traffic controls, 

and merge back into traffic when it’s safe.  

Select pictograms courtesy of Metro. © Metro, Portland, OR 2013 & Portland biking 

This free map is part of Santa Clara’s effort to be a city where bicycling is integrated 
into daily life, providing an alternative and convenient transportation mode. The 
depicted bikeway information is advisory only. The City assumes no liability for any 
errors, omissions, or inaccuracies in the information of this map. Map users assume 
all risks as to the quality and accuracy of the map. Individuals should determine their 
own skill levels and physical abilities before riding a bike. Happy riding! 

HELMET SIZE: 
Use a measuring tape and 
wrap around the person's 
forehead to determine the 
appropriate size helmet. 

HELMET POSITION: 
Your helmet should sit lev-
el and low on your fore-
head—about the width of 
two fingers above your 
eyebrows. 

SIDE AND CHIN STRAPS: 
Center the buckle under 
your chin. Tighten the chin 
strap as necessary to 
achieve a comfortable, se-
cure fit. Adjust the side 
straps so they form a V-
shape on each side, below 

FINAL FITTING: 
When adjusted, do the 
Eyes, Ears and Mouth test 
to check for a good fit: 
• Eyes: You should see the 
very edge of your helmet 
when you look up past your 
eyebrows. 
• Ears: The straps should 
meet right under your ear-
lobes to form a “V”. 
• Mouth: The strap should 
be loose enough so you 
can breathe and insert a 
finger between the buckle 
and your skin, but not so 
tight hat you cannot open 
your mouth. 

Source: California Office of Traffic Safety 

Lock your bike 
Remember to lock your bike to a designated bike rack 
with a good lock. 
Secure the wheels and seat with cable lock or security 
fasteners. 
Do not park your bike against a tree, or where it will 
block access for pedestrians. 

Select picture courtesy of City of Madison, 2018 

Care for your bike 
 
Every week: 

Check handle bars and saddle (seat) are tightly secured. 
Check tire air pressure and wheel quick releases. 
Test the batteries on your bike lights and test the brakes.  

Every month: 
Wipe your chain and lubricate with chain oil. 
Wipe the dirt from your rims. 
Check the tread on your tires and replace tires if needed. 
Check that brake pads are not touching tires and replace 
pads if they are worn out. 
Test the gears if they are shifting smoothly. Check for 
damaged or frayed gear and brake cables. 

Every year: 
Take your bike to a bike mechanic for a thorough tune-up! 

Register your bike 
Record your serial number - All new bicycles must 
have serial numbers stamped in their frames. City 
recommends registering your bike online: https://
project529.com/garage/ 
Keep this number in a safe place (ideally, with a 
photograph of your bicycle) should you need to report 
the bicycle stolen to the police.  

<Insert new picture in the Master 
Page.> 
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BIKE  RESOURCES 
BICYCLE DETOUR ON LEVI’S STADIUM 
EVENT DAYS 

The San Tomas Aquino Creek Trail will be 
temporarily closed between Agnew Road and 
Tasman Drive during certain event days at Levi's 
Stadium. To receive notifications, you can sign up by 
scanning the QR code. Make sure you click on 
"Levi's Stadium" under the "News" section.   

Bicyclists will be rerouted via 
Agnew Road, Lakeshore 
Drive, Gianera Street, the VTA 
Great America Train Station 
Parking lot, Stars and Stripes 
Drive, Great America 
Parkway, and then back to the 
San Tomas Aquino Creek 
Trail.  

BICYCLE RESOURCES 
http://bicycling.511.org/ 
http://www.bayareabikes.org 

BICYCLE MAPS 
http://bicycling.511.org/routes.htm 

BICYCLE ORGANIZATIONS 
http://bicycling.511.org/organizations.htm 
Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition: https://
bikesiliconvalley.org/ 

BIKES ON TRANSIT 
ACE Train ............................................. 408-411-7245 
Caltrain ................................................. 800-660-4287 
Capitol Corridor .................................... 877-974-3322 
VTA Busses and Light Rail .................. 408-321-2300 

ROAD CONDITIONS AND COMPLAINTS 
Area/Responsible Agency          Phone Number 
Campbell .............................................. 408-866-2145 
Cupertino .............................................. 408-777-3269 
Expressways (Santa Clara County) ..... 408-686-0605 
Milpitas ................................................. 408-586-2600 
Mountain View ...................................... 650-903-6311 
Palo Alto ............................................... 650-329-2136 
San Jose .............................................. 408-535-3850 
Saratoga ............................................... 408-868-1245 
State Highways (Caltrans) ................... 510-286-5598 
Sunnyvale ............................................ 408-730-7407 
Unincorporated Rural Areas (County of Santa Clara):  
North County ........................................ 408-366-3100 
South County ....................................... 408-683-1240 

Report road hazards in the City of Santa Clara to 
the Street Department at (408) 615-3080, or send a 
service ticket via MySantaClara App (download 
on Android or Apple store). 
Report traffic signals or roadway problems in the 
City of Santa Clara via: 
Email: engineering@santaclaraca.gov 
Phone: 408-615-3000; 8am-12nn & 1-5pm  

Monday through Friday (except holidays) 
Offices: Santa Clara City Hall 

1500 Warburton Avenue

PLAN YOUR TRIP LEFT  HAND  SIDE  BIKE  LANES  
Santa Clara has left hand side bike lanes along a short stretch on Calabazas Boulevard from Cabrillo Avenue to Pomeroy Avenue.  As 
motorists are not used to seeing bicyclists on the left side of the road, transition areas are highlighted in green pavement markings to 
guide you.  As always, stay alert and visible! 

BRING YOUR BIKES TO TRANSIT 

VTA has developed a video (including a video in 
Spanish) explaining how to bring a bike on VTA 
buses and light rail! Bringing a bike on VTA allows 
commuters to travel farther distances in Santa Clara 

BIKE  RESOURCES 

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 

Plan your walking or biking route before you head 
out. Tips for Safe Walking and Biking: 

Use marked crosswalks and look left, right and 
left again before crossing a street. 
Everyone under 18 years old must wear a helmet 
when riding a bike. 
Be patient and courteous. 

The City of Santa Clara has a Safe Routes to School 
program. For more information, visit  
Santaclaraca.gov/SafeRoutestoSchool  

The Safe Routes to School program feature bike ro-
deos, school assemblies and other fun ways to get 
students riding safely and comfortably to schools. 

Select picture courtesy of VTA 

Bicycle detour map on Stadium Event Days (subject to change) 

Why are the bike lanes GREEN? 
INCREASES VISIBILITY OF BIKE LANE 

INCREASES SAFETY 

INCREASES AWARENESS 

How do I use them? 
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Hand Signals 
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Why are the bike lanes on 
the LEFT? 
REDUCES CONFLICTS 
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INCREASES VISIBILITY 

ELIMINATES CONFLICTS 
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What is a BIKE BOX? 
DESIGNATED BIKE WAmNG AREA AT INTERSECTIONS 

H ELPS BICYCLISTS D ETERS MOTORISTS 

Gives BICYCLISTS 
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