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Existing Conditions

451 El Camino

El Camino Real

Be
nt

on
 S

t

Existing Well

Fra
nklin

 St

Pa
lm

 D
r

100’

250’

400’

550’

100’

400’

Palm Dr.

Franklin St.

250’

Historic Station



Santa Clara Station Plaza  |  8/21/25

Station Plaza
Current Studies

230’

360’

Latest massing diagram

25
0’

33
0’

VTA lot

Santa Clara Station Plaza: 
~67,000 sf (1.54 ac)

Note: Areas are rounded to the 
nearest 1,000 sf and 0.01 ac
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Scale Comparisons

Santa Clara Civic Center Park,
Santa Clara 

VTA lot

Historic Station

Santa Clara Station Plaza: 
~67,000 sf (1.54 ac)
SC Civic Center Park: 
~67,000 sf (1.54 ac)

Note: Areas are rounded to the 
nearest 1,000 sf and 0.01 ac

24,000 sf
(0.55 ac)
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Scale Comparisons

Circle of Palms Plaza,
Downtown San José

VTA lot

Historic Station

Santa Clara Station Plaza: 
~67,000 sf (1.54 ac)
Circle of Palms Plaza: 
~43,000 sf (0.99 ac)

Note: Areas are rounded to the 
nearest 1,000 sf and 0.01 ac

24,000 sf
(0.55 ac)
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Scale Comparisons

San Pedro Square & Peralta Adobe,
Downtown San José

VTA lot

Historic Station

Santa Clara Station Plaza: 
~67,000 sf (1.54 ac)
San Pedro Square/Adobe: 
~21,000 sf (0.48 ac)

Note: Areas are rounded to the 
nearest 1,000 sf and 0.01 ac

24,000 sf
(0.55 ac)



Initial Ideas

Image source: VTA Santa Clara BART Station Area Playbook

https://www.vta.org/projects/bart-sv/phase-ii/transit-oriented-communities-study/santa-clara
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Central Crossing Franklin Corridor

Station Plaza - Initial Ideas

1 2
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1. Central Crossing

Station Plaza
● Reduce overall size of station plaza 

maintaining key access & view corridors
● Potentially retain existing trees

Transit Street
● Retain existing street configuration

TOD Parcel
● Expand potential development site to 

continue ECR frontage
● Provide mid-block passage/view corridor 

from ECR & Benton St corner
● Retain existing well within midblock

Special entry 
moment

Potentially retain 
existing trees

Building
Retail/GF Activation
OS/Plaza
Bus Drop-Off
TNC

VTA lot

View corridor 
(no additional crossing)

Fr
an

kli
n S

t 

Active ground 
floor / café

Existing bus 
stop

Existing 
well
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(13 floors 148’ max allowable height)

1. Central Crossing
Step-down 

toward station 

Clear sightlines 
safe crossings

Bring building 
facade to El Camino

~11 fl

11 fl
~13+ fl?

6 fl

~6 fl

~2 fl

Opportunities 
● Sightlines to ped bridge and 

historic station
● Enliven/activate space through 

increased density (+residents, 
+employees) 

● Retail corridor to activate within
● Potential for underground 

parking with TOD

Plaza Size
~0.77 acres
*original 1.54 ac

Parcel Size
~54.4k SF
*original 24k SF (0.55 ac)
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2. Franklin Corridor

Station Plaza
● Reduce overall size of station plaza aligning 

with Franklin St corridor
● Potentially retain existing trees

Transit Street
● Retain existing street configuration

TOD Parcel
● Maximize development stepping down 

massing toward historic station
● Setback building to follow line of sight along 

ECR
● Remove or potentially relocate existing well

Building
Retail/GF Activation
OS/Plaza
Bus Drop-Off
TNC

VTA lot

Fr
an

kli
n S

t 

Existing bus 
stop

View corridor 
(no additional crossing)

Potentially retain 
existing trees

Active ground 
floor / café

Pull back and follow 
line of sight 

Relocated 
well
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2. Franklin Corridor
Opportunities 
● Sightlines to ped bridge and 

historic station
● Enliven/activate space through 

increased density (+residents, 
+employees) 

● Potential  podium parking
● Supports more plaza activation 

(retail frontage)

Plaza Size
~0.60 acres
*original 1.54 ac

Parcel Size
~61.5k SF
*original 24k SF (0.55 ac)

Step-down 
toward station 

Clear sightlines 
safe crossings

Set back building 
along sightline

~11 fl

11 fl

6 fl

~6 fl

~2 fl
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Central Crossing Franklin Corridor

Ideas Discussion 

What is working well in these schemes?
Are there other things you’d like to see here?

WRT latest concept

June/July Concept




