
City of Santa Clara

Meeting Agenda

Planning Commission

City Hall Council Chambers6:00 PMWednesday, February 26, 2020

6:00 PM REGULAR MEETING

Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance and Statement of Values

Roll Call

DECLARATION OF COMMISSION PROCEDURES

CONTINUANCES/EXCEPTIONS

CONSENT CALENDAR

Consent Calendar items may be enacted, approved or adopted, based upon the findings prepared and provided in 

the written staff report, by one motion unless requested to be removed by anyone for discussion or explanation.  If 

any member of the Planning Commission, staff, the applicant or a member of the public wishes to comment on a 

Consent Calendar item, or would like the item to be heard on the regular agenda, please notify Planning staff, or 

request this action at the Planning Commission meeting when the Chair calls for these requests during the Consent 

Calendar review.  Items listed on the Consent Calendar with associated file numbers constitute Public Hearing 

items.

1.A Consent: Action on Use Permit to expand the sale of alcoholic 

beverages (existing ABC License Type 47) and a new outdoor 

dining patio area at the Cheesecake Factory restaurant located 

at 3041 Stevens Creek Boulevard.

20-85

Adopt a resolution approving a Use Permit for 

expansion of sale of alcoholic beverages (existing 

ABC License Type 47) in conjunction with the 

approval of a new outdoor dining patio area at the 

existing Cheesecake Factory restaurant located at 

3041 Stevens Creek Boulevard, subject to conditions 

of approval.

Recommendation:
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Planning Commission Meeting Agenda February 26, 2020

1.B Consent: Action on Use Permit Amendment for ABC License 

Type 47 for Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse located at 2762 

Augustine Drive

20-183

Adopt a Resolution approving a Use Permit 

Amendment for the sale and service of alcohol (ABC 

License Type 47) in a newly expanded restaurant 

(Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse), subject to conditions 

of approval.

Recommendation:

1.C Consent: Responses to Questions from the January 29, 2020 

Housing Presentation

20-242

Note and file this report.Recommendation:

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

Members of the public may briefly address the Commission on any item not on the agenda.

PUBLIC HEARING

Items listed above under Items for Council Action will be scheduled for Council review following the conclusion of 

hearings and recommendations by the Planning Commission.  Due to timing of notices for Council hearings and the 

preparation of Council agenda reports, these items will not necessarily be heard on the date the minutes from this 

meeting are forwarded to the Council.  Please contact the Planning Division office for information on the schedule of 

hearings for these items.

2. Public Hearing: Action on a Variance to the lot coverage and 

covered parking requirements associated with an addition at 

655 Jefferson Street

20-87

Alternative 1: Adopt a resolution denying the Variance 

to allow an addition, with a 43.2% lot coverage and a 

one car covered parking space.

Recommendation:

REPORTS OF COMMISSION/BOARD LIAISON AND COMMITTEE:

1. Announcements/Other Items

2. Architectural Committee

3. Commissioner Travel and Training Reports, Requests to attend Trainings

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT REPORTS:

1. Planning Commission Budget Update

2. Upcoming Agenda Items

3. City Council Actions
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ADJOURNMENT:

The next regular scheduled meeting is on March 25, 2020 at 6:00 PM in the City Hall Council Chambers.
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City of Santa Clara

Agenda Report

1500 Warburton Avenue
Santa Clara, CA 95050

santaclaraca.gov
@SantaClaraCity

20-85 Agenda Date: 2/26/2020

REPORT TO PLANNING COMMISSION

SUBJECT
Consent: Action on Use Permit to expand the sale of alcoholic beverages (existing ABC License Type
47) and a new outdoor dining patio area at the Cheesecake Factory restaurant located at 3041
Stevens Creek Boulevard.

REPORT IN BRIEF
Project: Use Permit to allow a new outdoor dining patio area and expansion of sale of Beer, Wine &
Distilled Spirits (existing ABC License Type 47) at the existing Cheesecake Factory restaurant to the
new 1,084 square feet outdoor patio area.

Applicant: Jared Taylor, The Cheesecake Factory Restaurant Inc.
Owner: Scot Vallee, Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield

General Plan: Regional Commercial (RGCO)
Zoning: Community Commercial (CC)
Site Area: Cheesecake Factory restaurant within the Westfield Valley Fair Mall.

Staff Recommendation: Approve the Use Permit to allow a new outdoor dining patio area and
expansion of existing ABC License Type 47 at the existing Cheesecake Factory restaurant to the new
outdoor patio area.

BACKGROUND
The existing Cheesecake Factory restaurant occupies a 12,656 square foot (sf) tenant space. The
applicant is requesting a Use Permit to allow a 1,084 sf new outdoor dining patio area with 54 seats
and expansion of sale of beer, wine & distilled spirits (existing ABC License Type 47) at the existing
Cheesecake Factory restaurant to the new outdoor patio area. The hours of operation, along with the
proposed sale of alcohol, are from 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 11:00 a.m. to
12:30 a.m. on Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. Saturdays and 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. Sundays.

DISCUSSION
The primary issues for the project are consistency with the City’s General Plan and Zoning and
parking.

Consistency with the General Plan
The subject property has a General Plan designation of Regional Commercial (RGCO). This
classification is intended for retail and commercial uses that provide local and regional services. It is
intended for commercial developments that serve both Santa Clara residents and the surrounding
region. A broad range of retail uses are allowed, including regional shopping centers and restaurants.
The project is also consistent with the following General Plan policies:
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Commercial Land Use Policies:
· 5.3.3-P1 Provide a mix of retail and commercial uses to meet the needs of local customers

and draw patrons from the greater region.
· 5.3.3

‐

P5 Encourage public amenities and active uses in commercial centers and along

commercial corridors.
· 5.3.4

‐

P11 Foster active, pedestrian

‐

oriented uses at the ground level, such as retail shops,

offices, restaurants with outdoor seating, public plazas or residential units with front stoops, in
mixed use development.

Zoning Conformance
The Zoning designation is Community Commercial (CC). Under the Community Commercial zoning
designation for the Westfield Valley Fair Mall, restaurant uses are allowed by right, while alcohol
sales and outdoor patios with more than 12 seats or more than 250 square feet are considered
conditional uses. Therefore, a Use Permit is required to expand and maintain the proposed alcohol
sales activity and to build and maintain the new outdoor dining patio area.

Per Santa Clara City Code (SCCC) Chapter 18.110, the Planning Commission cannot grant a Use
Permit without first making specific findings related to the effect of the project on health, safety,
peace, comfort, and the general welfare, based upon substantial evidence in the record. The findings
in support of the request are contained in an attached resolution.

The applicant has provided a letter of justification to support the Use Permit request. There is no
existing live entertainment at the restaurant. The applicant confirmed that they don’t have any plans
for having live entertainment in the future.

Circulation and parking
The number of seats and square footage of the restaurant interior is not changing. The applicant is
proposing a 1,084 sf new outdoor dining patio area with 54 seats. Per SCCC Chapter 18.74, the
required parking spaces for a restaurant is one space for each 200 square feet of floor area or one
space for each three seats, whichever is greater. The required parking spaces for the new outdoor
dining patio area is 18 spaces based on the 54 number of the seats provided. However, the
restaurant is located as part of the Westfield Valley Fair Mall, which provides shared parking available
to all patrons visiting the shopping center. Included in the Conditions of Approval (C7) is a
requirement for the Planning Commission to review the Use Permit within 12 months from the date
the applicant obtains an ABC Type 47 License.  After six months from obtaining the ABC license, the
City will conduct an administrative review of ABC violations and police service calls and shall report
any significant occurrences to the Planning Commission.

Conclusion
The proposal is consistent with approval for the existing Westfield Valley Fair Mall. The proposed
outdoor patio area fosters active pedestrian uses at the ground level. The proposed expansion of the
on-site sale and consumption of alcohol is an ancillary use which would provide convenience to
restaurant guests, further enhance a quality commercial use, meet the needs of local customers, and
draw patrons from the greater region.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
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The proposed is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per
section 15301(e), Class 1 Existing Facilities, as the activity consists of an addition to an existing
structure that will not result in an increase of either 50% of the existing floor area or 2500 square feet.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no cost to the City other than administrative staff time and expense for the typically covered
by processing fees paid by the applicant.

COORDINATION
This report was coordinated with the City Attorney’s Office.

PUBLIC CONTACT
A notice of public hearing of this item was posted in three conspicuous locations within 300 feet of the
project site and mailed to property owners within 300 feet of the project site. Planning Staff has not
received public comments for this application.

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a resolution approving a Use Permit for expansion of sale of alcoholic beverages (existing ABC
License Type 47) in conjunction with the approval of a new outdoor dining patio area at the existing
Cheesecake Factory restaurant located at 3041 Stevens Creek Boulevard, subject to conditions of
approval.

Prepared by: Elaheh Kerachian, Associate Planner
Reviewed by: Alexander Abbe, Assistant City Attorney
Approved by: Reena Brilliot, Planning Manager

ATTACHMENTS
1. Resolution Approving a Use Permit
2. Conditions of Approval
3. Letter of Justification
4. Development Plans
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Resolution / 3041 Stevens Creek Use Permit Page 1 of 4 
Rev. Rev: 1/28/2020 

RESOLUTION NO. _____ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING A USE 
PERMIT TO ALLOW EXPANSION OF SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES (EXISTING ABC LICENSE TYPE 47) IN 
CONJUCTION WITH A NEW OUTDOOR DINING PATIO AREA 
FOR THE EXISTING CHEESECAKE FACTORY RESTAURANT 
LOCATED AT 3041 STEVENS CREEK BOULEVARD, SANTA 
CLARA, CA 
 

PLN2019-14231 (Use Permit) 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA AS 

FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS, on December 2, 2019, Jared Taylor, on behalf of the Cheesecake Factory 

Restaurant Inc. (“Applicant”) applied for a Use Permit to allow expansion of sale of alcoholic 

beverages (existing ABC License Type 47) in conjunction with a new outdoor dining patio area 

for the existing Cheesecake Factory restaurant located at 3041 Stevens Creek Boulevard (“Site 

Location”); 

WHEREAS, the Site Location is currently zoned Community Commercial (CC) and has the 

General Plan land use designation of Regional Commercial (RGCO); 

WHEREAS, in order to implement the proposed activity, the Site Location requires a Use Permit 

to allow expansion of the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption in conjunction with food 

service, as well as to authorize the outdoor dining patio area and allow sale and consumption of 

alcoholic beverages in this area, at the restaurant occupying a commercial tenant space in the 

existing Westfield Valley Fair Mall, as shown on the Development Plans;  

WHEREAS, the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), Public Resources Code 

§ 21000 et seq., requires a public agency to evaluate the environmental impacts of a proposed 

project.  The proposed project is categorically exempt from CEQA per CEQA Guidelines section 

15301(e), Class 1 Existing Facilities, as the activity consists of an addition to an existing 
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structure that will not result in an increase of either 50% of the existing floor area or 2500 square 

feet. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to SCCC Section 18.110.040, the Planning Commission cannot grant a 

Use Permit without first making specific findings related to the effect of the project on health, 

safety, peace, comfort, and general welfare, based upon substantial evidence in the record;  

WHEREAS, on February 13, 2020, the notice of public hearing for the February 26, 2020 

meeting date for this item was posted in three conspicuous locations within 300 feet of the Site 

Location and mailed to all property owners located within 300 feet of the Site Location; and, 

WHEREAS, on February 26, 2020, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing to 

consider the use permit application, at which all interested persons were given an opportunity to 

present evidence and give testimony, both in support of and in opposition to the proposed Use 

Permit. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF 

THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That the Planning Commission hereby finds that the above Recitals are true and correct 

and by this reference makes them a part hereof. 

2. That the Planning Commission hereby finds that approving a Use Permit to allow to 

allow expansion of the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption in conjunction with food 

service, as well as to authorize the 1,084 sf outdoor dining patio area with 54 seats and 

consumption of alcoholic beverages in the patio area, is consistent with the commercial uses 

contemplated for the existing Westfield Valley Fair Mall.   

3. That the Planning Commission hereby finds as follows:  

 A. The establishment or operation of the use or building applied for, under the 

circumstances of the particular case, are essential or desirable to the public convenience or 

welfare in that the proposal would serve to expand the options available to local and regional 
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customers by providing additional services at an existing neighborhood convenience store to 

meet the interests of local customers and residents from the greater region;  

B. Said use will not be detrimental to any of the following: 

  1) The health, safety, peace, comfort, and general welfare of persons 

residing or working in the neighborhood of such proposed use, in that the proposal provides a 

outdoor dining patio area for the existing restaurant that serves beer, wine and distilled spirits in 

conjunction with food in a commercial tenant space within an existing shopping center which 

meets all City of Santa Clara codes and regulations; the restaurant will be routinely manned and 

maintained; and the restaurant will comply with all City and state laws regarding the sale of 

alcoholic beverages; 

  2) The property or improvements in the neighborhood of such proposed use, 

in that the proposed use will occur in an existing retail tenant space, and on-site parking is 

sufficient and available to service the proposed use and the existing businesses; 

  3) The general welfare of the City, in that the proposed use expands the 

options available to the local and regional population by providing additional services to support 

businesses and residents in the vicinity of the Site Location; 

 C. That said use will not impair the integrity and character of the zoning district, in 

that the proposal is designed and conditioned in a manner to be compatible with adjacent 

commercial and residential development, on a developed parcel, with adequate parking, and 

properly designed ingress and egress points; and, 

 D. That said use is in keeping with the purposes and intent of the Zoning Code, in 

that alcoholic beverage sales and an outdoor patio with more than 12 seats or more than 250 

square feet, may be conditionally permitted when the use would not be objectionable or 

detrimental to the adjacent properties in this Community Commercial zoning district. 

4. That the Planning Commission hereby approves Use Permit PLN2019-14231 to allow 

expansion of the sale alcoholic beverages for consumption in conjunction with food service, as 
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well as to authorize the outdoor dining patio area, at the restaurant occupying a commercial 

tenant space in the existing Westfield Valley Fair Mall, subject to the Conditions of Approval and 

development plans, attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference. 

5. Effective date. This resolution shall become effective immediately. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THE FOREGOING TO BE A TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION PASSED 

AND ADOPTED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA, 

CALIFORNIA, AT A REGULAR MEETING THEREOF HELD ON THE 26th DAY OF 

FEBRUARY, 2020, BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES:   COMMISSIONERS:  

NOES:   COMMISSIONERS: 

ABSENT:  COMMISSIONERS:  

ABSTAINED:    COMMISSIONERS: 

 
  ATTEST:______________________________________ 

ANDREW CRABTREE 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
CITY OF SANTA CLARA 

 
Attachments Incorporated by Reference: 
1. Development Plans 
2. Conditions of Approval 
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3041 Stevens Creek Blvd                                       PLN2019-14231 
Conditions of Approval 

Conditions of Approval 
3041 Stevens Creek Boulevard 

PLN2019-14231 
 
GENERAL  
G1. Developer agrees to defend and indemnify and hold City, its officers, agents, 

employees, officials and representatives free and harmless from and against any 
and all claims, losses, damages, attorneys' fees, injuries, costs, and liabilities 
arising from any suit for damages or for equitable or injunctive relief which is filed 
against the City by reason of its approval of developer's project. 

G2. If relocation of an existing public facility becomes necessary due to a conflict with 
the developer's new improvements, then the cost of said relocation shall be borne 
by the developer. 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
C1. Obtain required permits and inspections from the Building Official and comply with 

all building code requirements and conditions thereof. 
C2. The project shall comply with all California Department of Alcoholic Beverage 

Control licensing requirements. 
C3. The Director of Community Development may refer the Use Permit to the Planning 

Commission at any time to consider the initiation of revocation proceedings if the 
conditions of approval are violated or the operation is inconsistent with the approved 
project description. In addition, if complaints are received by the City with respect to 
this use, staff shall provide a review of the Use Permit to the Planning Commission 
within three months for consideration of revocation proceedings.  

C4. Full menu food service shall be available during all hours that the restaurant is open 
and alcoholic beverages are served. 

C5. The hours of operation shall be limited to hours from 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. on Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 
a.m. Saturdays and 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. Sundays. 

C6. No live entertainment or amplified music will be allowed, unless it is wholly 
incidental to the restaurant use. 

C7. The Planning Commission shall review this Use Permit PLN2019-14231 twelve (12) 
months from the date that applicant obtains an active Alcoholic Beverage Control 
(ABC) License Type 47. After six months from obtaining the ABC license, the City 
shall conduct an administrative review of any ABC violations and police service 
calls, and shall report any significant occurrences to the Planning Commission. 

C8. Applicant is responsible for collection and pick-up of all trash and debris on-site and 
adjacent public right-of-way. 

C9. The business shall undergo a 6 month and 1 year review by the City of Santa Clara, 
including a check for ABC violations and police service calls. 

C10. The business operator shall strictly adhere to the business hours as stated in the 
use permit.  

 
ENGINEERING 
E1. Obtain site clearance through Public Works Department prior to issuance of 

Building Permit. Site clearance will require payment of applicable development fees. 



  

3041 Stevens Creek Blvd                                       PLN2019-14231 
Conditions of Approval 

Other requirements may be identified for compliance during the site clearance 
process. Contact Public Works Department at (408) 615-3000 for further 
information. 

E2. All work within the public right-of-way and/or public easement, which is to be 
performed by the Developer/Owner, the general contractor, and all subcontractors 
shall be included within a Single Encroachment Permit issued by the City Public 
Works Department. Issuance of the Encroachment Permit and payment of all 
appropriate fees shall be completed prior to commencement of work, and all work 
under the permit shall be completed prior to issuance of occupancy permit. 

 
PARKS AND RECREATION 
PR1. City Code Chapter 17.35 applies to anyone who constructs or causes to be 

constructed a dwelling unit or dwelling units or who subdivides residential property.  
Since there is no residential component, this project is not subject to the Park and 
Recreational Land ordinance.   
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City of Santa Clara

Agenda Report

1500 Warburton Avenue
Santa Clara, CA 95050

santaclaraca.gov
@SantaClaraCity

20-183 Agenda Date: 2/26/2020

REPORT TO PLANNING COMMISSION

SUBJECT
Consent: Action on Use Permit Amendment for ABC License Type 47 for Fleming’s Prime
Steakhouse located at 2762 Augustine Drive

REPORT IN BRIEF
Project: Use Permit to allow on-site sale and consumption of a full range of alcohol (ABC Type 47
License)
Applicant: Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar
Owner:  Irvine Company Retail Properties
General Plan: Regional Mixed Use
Zoning: Planned Development (PD)
Site Area: 10,453 square foot tenant space
Existing Site Conditions: Existing tenant space within Santa Clara Square

Surrounding Land Uses
North: U.S. 101 Highway (U.S. 101)
South: Industrial Uses
East: Industrial Uses
West: Retail and Office Uses

Issues: Consistency with the City’s General Plan and Zoning Ordinance

Staff Recommendation: Adopt the resolution approving the Use Permit, subject to conditions of
approval

BACKGROUND
The applicant is requesting a Use Permit Amendment to allow the sale and service of alcohol within
the 3,078 square-foot expansion to the existing restaurant. The restaurant currently occupies a 7,375
square-foot tenant space with 234 existing seats in Santa Clara Square, a multi-tenant
retail/apartment mixed-use complex at the northeast corner of Bowers Avenue and Scott Boulevard.
The proposal would expand the restaurant by 3,078 square feet for a total of 10,453 square feet and
335 seats.  The existing 7,375 square-foot restaurant obtained a Use Permit for the on-site sale and
consumption of alcohol in 2016 (PLN2016-11970).

Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse is a full-service restaurant chain. The restaurant is open Monday
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. Alcohol sales for on-site
consumption are proposed daily during food service hours in the main dining room, private dining
rooms, bar, and patio area.  Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse does not anticipate any entertainment uses
at this location other than ambient music.
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DISCUSSION
The primary issues for the project are consistency with the City’s General Plan and Zoning Code.

Consistency with the General Plan
The subject property has a General Plan designation of Regional Mixed Use. This classification is a
combination of the Regional Commercial and High-Density Residential designations and is intended
for high

‐

intensity, mixed

‐

use development along major transportation corridors in the City. This

designation permits all types of retail, local serving offices, hotel and service uses, except for auto-
oriented uses, to meet local and regional needs. The proposed project is consistent with the following
General Plan policies:

· 5.3.4

‐

P6: Locate a neighborhood square or plaza within large mixed

‐

use developments.

· 5.3.4

‐

P11: Foster active, pedestrian

‐

oriented uses at the ground level, such as retail shops,

offices, restaurants with outdoor seating, public plazas or residential units with front stoops, in
mixed use development.

Zoning Conformance
The zoning designation for the subject property is Planned Development (PD). This district is
intended to accommodate development that is compatible with the existing community and that
integrates uses that are not permitted to be combined in other zone districts; or utilizes imaginative
planning and design concepts that would be restricted in other zone districts; or subdivides land or air
space in a manner that results in units not having the required frontage on a dedicated public street;
or creates a community ownership project.

SCCC Section 18.110.040 specifies the findings required in order for the Planning Commission to
grant a Use Permit.  Included in the Conditions of Approval (C7) is a requirement for the Planning
Commission to review the Use Permit within 12 months from the date the applicant obtains their
modified ABC Type 47 license.  After six months from obtaining the ABC license, the City shall
conduct an administrative review of ABC violations and police service calls and shall report any
significant occurrences to the Planning Commission.

Use Permit Findings
The applicant is requesting a Use Permit to allow on-site sale and service of alcohol (ABC License
Type 47) in a newly expanded restaurant. The applicant has provided proposed findings to support
the Use Permit request and is attached to this staff report. Use Permit findings prepared by staff and
presented in the attached Planning Commission Resolution supporting approval of the request.

Circulation and Parking
Santa Clara Square is accessed from Augustine Drive or Scott Boulevard by four driveways. The PD
development standards for the retail center and residential/mixed use (PLN2014-10257/PLN2015-
10900) propose one parking space for each 200 square feet of floor area regardless of the number of
seats. Parking for dedicated outdoor dining is required at a rate of one parking space per three seats.
The parking standards are generally consistent with the City’s parking regulations. With the
restaurant expansion, a total of 335 seats, including 44 existing patio seats, are proposed.

Santa Clara Square has a Master Retail Seating and Parking Permit Program in place (PLN2016-
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20-183 Agenda Date: 2/26/2020

11668). Additional retail parking would be provided on site within the office campus parking garage
located across Augustine Drive near the western portion of the project site. There are 320 parking
spaces available within the office parking garage for Santa Clara Square retail employee and
customer parking. The number of available parking spaces within the parking garage may vary but
will be available indefinitely for retail parking.

Conclusion
The proposal is consistent with the General Plan and zoning designations for the subject property,
and would allow service to an expanded area of an existing restaurant. The proposed expansion of
the on-site sale of alcohol continues an ancillary activity to the permitted restaurant use that would
meet customer needs and convenience, enhance a quality commercial use and dining experience,
and draw local and regional patronage to the restaurant.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
The proposed project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
per Section 15301, Class 1 Existing Facilities, in that the proposed use will occur inside an existing
building involving negligible or no expansion of an existing use.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no cost to the City other than administrative staff time and expense which are offset by
permit application fees.

COORDINATION
This report has been coordinated with the City Attorney’s Office.

PUBLIC CONTACT
Public notice was posted within 300 feet of the project site and mailed to property owners within
300 feet of the project site.

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution approving a Use Permit Amendment for the sale and service of alcohol (ABC
License Type 47) in a newly expanded restaurant (Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse), subject to
conditions of approval.

Prepared by: Rebecca Bustos, Associate Planner
Reviewed by: Alexander Abbe, Assistant City Attorney
Approved by: Reena Brilliot, Planning Manager

ATTACHMENTS
1. Development Plans
2. Resolution Approving the Use Permit
3. Conditions of Approval
4. Applicant Statement
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SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA 95054

SCOPE OF WORK

PROJECT DIRECTORY

2762 AUGUSTINE AVE., SUITE 110

VICINITY MAP
TENANT INFILL INVOLVING: EXPANSION OF EXISTING RESTAURANT IN EXISTING SHELL BUILDING.

(INCLUDES BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING:)

WHS ENGINEERING
2012 WEST 25TH ST., SUITE 200
CLEAVELAND, OHIO 44113
ELECTRICAL CONTACT:  GREG SUTYAK
PHONE: (216) 227-8505 (X102)
EMAIL: Greg@whs-eng.com
MECHANICAL CONTACT: JEFF ZUNT
PHONE: (216) 227-8505 (X110)
FAX: (216) 227-8570
E-MAIL: Jeff@whs-eng.com

MEP ENGINEER:

CESO, INC.
1305 NE McCLAIN ROAD
SUITE 7
BENTONVILLE, AR 72712
CONTACT: BEN BELL
PHONE: (479) 271-8058
FAX: (479) 271-0621
EMAIL: bell@cesoinc.com

ARCHITECT:

CLIENT:

BLOOMIN BRANDS
2202 NORTH WESTSHORE BLVD. 5TH FLOOR
TAMPA, FL 33607
CONTACT:  JACOB CLARY, BBI CPM
PHONE: (813) 282-1225
FAX: (813) 288-8549
EMAIL: jacobclary@bloomingbrands.com

LOCATION
PROJECT

HENDERSON ENGINEERS INC.
510 W 6TH STREET, SUITE 1105
LOS ANGELES, CA 90014
CONTACT: ROBERT HARRIS
PHONE: (913) 742-5358
FAX: (913) 742-5001
E-MAIL: robert.harris@hei-eng.com

FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEER:

ZONING:
BUILDING:
FIRE:
HEALTH:

BUILDING CODE:
FIRE CODE:
PLUMBING CODE:
MECHANICAL CODE:
ELECTRICAL CODE:
ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE:
ACCESSIBILITY CODE:
OTHER APPLICABLE CODES:

*ALL WORK SHALL COMPLY WITH REQUIREMENTS OF THE LOCALLY ADOPTED ACCESSIBILITY CODE*

MAIN USE GROUP:

CONSTRUCTION TYPE:

ALLOWABLE BUILDING HEIGHT:

ACTUAL BUILDING HEIGHT:

FIRE SPRINKLER:

FIRE ALARM:

SQUARE FOOTAGE:

SEATING COUNT:

A-2

TYPE VB

40' / 1 STORY WITH 20' / 1 STORY INCREASE   = 60' / 2 STORIES

TALLEST FEATURE AT 34'-0" ±

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEM THROUGHOUT

FIRE ALARM SYSTEM THROUGHOUT

7,375 S.F.  EXISTING TENANT AREA
3,078 S.F. EXPANSION AREA
10,453 TOTAL AFFECTED TENANT AREA

335 PROPOSED
234 EXISTING

OCCUPANTS SERVED:  176 PERSONS (88 MALE / 88 FEMALE) - PER 2013 CPC CH. 4, TABLE 442.1
[BSC, DSA-SS & DSA-SS/CC] OCCUPANT LOAD FACTOR TABLE A

2013 CPC CH. 4 - TABLE 422.1 - TABULATION:

WATER CLOSETS
URINALS
LAVATORIES
DRINKING FOUNTAINS
SERVICE SINK

2 2 3 3
2

1 2 1 2

OCCUPANT LOAD:

NO. EXITS REQUIRED / PROVIDED:

MAX. ALLOWABLE TRAVEL
DISTANCE TO NEAREST EXIT:

EGRESS WIDTH REQUIRED / PROVIDED:

386 (BASED ON TOTAL DESIGN LOAD, NOT SEATING COUNT)

3 (REQUIRED)
4 (PROVIDED; INCLUDES KITCHEN EXIT)

250 FT.

SEE LIFE SAFETY PLAN, SHEET A101

FIXTURES
MALE FEMALE

PROVIDEDREQUIRED

N/A
1 REQUIRED, 1 PROVIDED

N/A N/A N/A

N/A N/A

PROVIDEDREQUIRED

1

2016 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE (CBC)
2016 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE
2016 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE
2016 CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE
2016 CALIFORNIA ELECTRIC CODE
2016 CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE
2016 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE, CHAPTER 11B
2016 CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS

CITY OF SANTA CLARA PLANNING DIVISION
CITY OF SANTA CLARA INSPECTION DIVISION
SANTA CLARA FIRE DEPARTMENT
SANTA CLARA COUNTY DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

BUILDING INFORMATION
CODE JURISDICTION

APPLICABLE CODES

GENERAL CODE DATA

OCCUPANCY

PLUMBING FIXTURE REQUIREMENTS

A000
COVER SHEET

PLAN NORTH

TRUE NORTH

BB

JT

DCI ENGINEERS
2600 MICHELSON DRIVE, SUITE 930
IRVINE, CA 92612
CONTACT: SANDRA BIDDULPH
PHONE: (949) 892-4950
FAX: (949) 892-4970
E-MAIL: sbiddulph@dci-engineers.com

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER:

GROUP F: WINE STORAGE 98SF GROUP A-2: RESTROOM HALL406SF MENS 210SF
BAR 248SF  BAR SEATING 569SF WOMENS 246SF
KITCHEN 2,144SF  PRIVATE DINING 863SF ENTRY 329SF
TOTAL 2,490SF  OUTDOOR DINING734SF DINING 1,528SF

/200  TOTAL 4,885 SF /30
 13 OCCUPANTS 163 OCCUPANTS

SHEET INDEX
     #

A000 COVER SHEET

A003 PROPOSED FLOOR PLAN

SHEET NAME

A002 EXISTING FLOOR PLAN

A001a OVERALL SITE PLAN

A004 EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS

SITE INFORMATION
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

THIS PROJECT CONSISTS OF EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR RENOVATIONS AND
EXPANSION TO THE EXISTING 7,375 S.F. FLEMING'S PRIME STEAKHOUSE RESTAURANT.

EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS CONSIST OF NE STOREFRONT IN EXISTING OPENINGS, AND
AN EXPANSION OF THE INTERIOR RESTAURANT FOOTPRINT. IMPACTED AREA IS 7,375
S.F. EXISTING, AND 3,078 S.F. NEW.

AREA EXISTING PROPOSED

TOTAL RESTAURANT SEATING 234 335

SEAT COUNT

NEW EXPANSION PLAN

2

2

UNISEX

N/A N/A

N/A
N/A

PROVIDEDREQUIRED

N/A
N/A

A001 SITE PLAN
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A001a
OVERALL SITE PLAN

2. ARCHITECT'S SEAL REFLECTS AREA OF WORK SHOWN FOR EXPANSION OF THE EXISTING FLEMING'S
STEAKHOUSE RESTAURANT ONLY. ALL OTHER ITEMS INDICATED ON THIS SITE PLAN, INCLUDING SITE
IMPROVEMENTS, PROPERTY LINES, AND ANY OTHER WORK SHOWN ARE EXISTING TO REMAIN, AND ARE
NOT INCLUDED IN THE SCOPE OF THE REMODEL/EXPANSION SHOWN. ARCHITECT TAKES NO
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THOSE ITEMS AS SHOWN.
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A001
SITE PLANSCALE:1/4"=1'-0"

01 FLOOR PLAN
PLAN NORTH
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SITE ACCESS GENERAL NOTES
A. GENERAL VEHICULAR AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS TO THE BUILDING

PREMISES IS EXISTING TO REMAIN, AND IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
LANDLORD.

B. BARRIER FREE PATH(S) OF TRAVEL BEYOND ENTRY/EXIT AND PATIO
ELEMENTS INDICATED ON THIS PLAN ARE SHOWN FOR REFERENCE
ONLY. CONTINUATION OF TRAVEL PATH(S) FROM FLEMING'S LEASED
PREMISES TO A PUBLIC WAY IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE LANDLORD.

C. ACCESSIBLE PARKING IS LOCATED IN THE EXISTING PARKING
STRUCTURE(S), AND IS THE LANDLORD'S RESPONSIBILITY.

D. CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS MUST COMPLY WITH BEST MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES (BMP'S) FOR CONSTRUCTION AND STORM-WATER RUNOFF
REQUIREMENTS OF THE NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE
ELIMINATION SYSTEM.

E. CHEVRON PIPELINE SHALL PROVIDE THEIR APPROVAL PRIOR TO
COMMENCING WORK. CONTACT: CHEVRON PRODUCTS COMPANY,
LILY CRAIG; LILYCRAIG@CHEVRON.COM; (310)615-5483.

JT

SITE ACCESS PLAN KEY NOTES 

1. EXISTING ACCESSIBLE RAMP TO REMAIN

2. EXISTING DETECTABLE WARNING TO REMAIN

3. EXISTING ENTRANCE DOOR

4. NEW EXIT DOOR, BY LANDLORD
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A002
EXISTING FLOOR PLAN

SCALE:1/8"=1'-0"
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FLOOR PLAN NOTES

1. NEW STOREFRONT.

2. NEW EXTERIOR STOREFRONT DOOR AND SIDELIGHTS BY LANDLORD.

3. NEW MODERNFOLD WALL.

4. NEW NANAWALL SYSTEM AND DOOR.

5. LINE OF EXPANSION.

EXISTING SEATING COUNT: 234
NEW SEATING COUNT: 335
REQUIRED ACCESSIBLE SEATING: 270 X .05 =14
PROVIDED ACCESSIBLE SEATING: 15

TOTAL PROPOSED SEATING: 335 SEATS

SEATING COUNT

JT
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BEYOND BEYOND BEYOND BEYOND BEYOND

01 EXISTING EXTERIOR WALL FINISH TO REMAIN (TYPICAL). PROTECT
DURING CONSTRUCTION.

EXISTING SIGNAGE TO REMAIN. PROTECT DURING CONSTRUCTION.

EXISTING DECORATIVE METAL LATTICE TO REMAIN. PROTECT DURING
CONSTRUCTION.

EXISTING WALL SCONCE TO REMAIN. PROTECT DURING CONSTRUCTION.

EXISTING STOREFRONT WINDOWS TO REMAIN. PROTECT DURING
CONSTRUCTION.

EXISTING PATIO WINDSCREEN TO REMAIN. PROTECT DURING
CONSTRUCTION.

EXISTING BLADE CANOPY. PROTECT DURING CONSTRUCTION.

EXISTING CORNICE AND WALL TRIM TO REMAIN. PROTECT DURING
CONSTRUCTION.

EXISTING GFRC WAINSCOT TO REMAIN. PROTECT DURING
CONSTRUCTION.

EXISTING STOREFRONT DOORS, SIDELIGHTS, AND TRANSOM TO
REMAIN. PROTECT DURING CONSTRUCTION.

EXISTING WINDOWS TO BE REMOVED.

EXISTING SIDELIGHTS TO BE REMOVED.

EXISTING PATIO LOW WALLS TO BE REMOVED.

EXISTING DOOR TO BE REMOVED.

EXISTING PATIO WINDSCREEN TO BE REMOVED. PREP OPENING TO
RECEIVE NEW WINDOW

NEW ALUMINUM STOREFRONT WINDOWS.

NEW ALUMINUM STOREFRONT DOORS AND AND SIDELIGHTS BY
LANDLORD.

02

EXTERIOR ELEVATION KEYNOTES

03

04

05

06

EXTERIOR ELEVATION GENERAL NOTES

A. SIGNAGE INDICATED ON THIS SHEET IS FOR GENERAL
LOCATION/REFERENCE ONLY. REFER TO APPROVED SIGN
DRAWING BY SIGNAGE CONTRACTOR FOR PERMITTED SIGN
DIMENSIONS AND CONTENT. SEPARATE PERMITS ARE REQUIRED
FOR SIGNAGE INSTALLATION. ALL SIGN WORK SHALL BE BY SIGN
CONTRACTOR.

B. ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR TO SUPPLY REQUIRED POWER TO
SIGNS, SIGN CONTRACTOR TO MAKE FINAL CONNECTION,
COORDINATE WITH SIGN CONTRACTOR.
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RESOLUTION NO _____ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING A USE 
PERMIT AMENDMENT TO ALLOW ON-SITE SALE OF 
ALCOHOL (ABC LICENSE TYPE 47) IN A RESTAURANT 
EXPANSION LOCATED AT 2762 AUGUSTINE DRIVE, SANTA 
CLARA, CA 
 

PLN2019-14274 (Use Permit) 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA AS 

FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS, on December 26, 2019, Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse, (“Applicant”) applied for a 

Use Permit to allow on-site sale and service of alcohol (ABC License Type 47) within a new 

3,078 square foot expansion to the existing 7,375 square-foot restaurant, located at 2762 

Augustine Drive, within the multi-tenant Santa Clara Square (“Site Location”); 

WHEREAS, the Site Location is zoned Planned Development (PD) and has the General Plan 

land use designation of Regional Mixed Use; 

WHEREAS, the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), Public Resources Code 

§ 21000 et seq., requires a public agency to evaluate the environmental impacts of a proposed 

project. The proposed project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) per Section 15301, Class 1 Existing Facilities, in that the proposed use will occur at 

an existing location involving negligible or no expansion of an existing use; 

WHEREAS, the Use Permit process enables a municipality to exercise control over the extent 

of certain uses, which, although desirable in limited numbers and specific locations, could have 

a detrimental effect on the community in specific instances;  

WHEREAS, in order to implement the proposed activity, the Site Location requires a Use Permit 

to allow alcohol sale and service in conjunction with food service within the 3,078 square-foot 

restaurant expansion occupying a commercial tenant space in Santa Clara Square, as shown 

on the Development Plans; 
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WHEREAS, the applicant previously received approval of a Use Permit to allow alcohol sale 

and service in conjunction with the existing 7,375 square-foot restaurant that occupies a 

commercial tenant space in Santa Clara Square in 2016 (PLN2016-11970). 

WHEREAS, pursuant to SCCC Section 18.110.040, the Planning Commission cannot grant a 

Use Permit without first making specific findings related to the effect of the project on health, 

safety, peace, comfort, and general welfare;  

WHEREAS, on February 13, 2020, the notice of public hearing for the February 26, 2020 

meeting date for this item was posted in three conspicuous locations within 300 feet of the Site 

Location and mailed to all property owners located within 300 feet of the Site Location; and 

WHEREAS, on February 26, 2020, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing, at 

which all interested persons were given an opportunity to present evidence and give testimony, 

both in support of and in opposition to the proposed Use Permit Amendment. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF 

THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That the Planning Commission hereby finds that the above Recitals are true and correct 

and by this reference makes them a part hereof. 

2. That the Planning Commission hereby finds that approving a Use Permit to allow sale 

and service of alcohol (ABC License Type 47) in 3,078 square foot expansion to the existing 

7,375 square-foot restaurant with 335 seats is consistent with the commercial uses 

contemplated in Santa Clara Square.   

3. That the Planning Commission hereby finds as follows:  

 A. The establishment or operation of the use or building applied for, under the 

circumstances of the particular case, are essential or desirable to the public convenience or 

welfare in that the proposal would serve to expand the options available to local and regional 

customers by allowing the sale and service of alcohol with restaurant dining in the expanded 
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area of an existing restaurant within an established shopping center to meet the interests of 

local customers and residents from the greater region;  

B. Said use will not be detrimental to any of the following: 

  1) The health, safety, peace, comfort, and general welfare of persons 

residing or working in the neighborhood of such proposed use, in that the proposal provides a 

restaurant that serves alcohol in conjunction with food in an existing and proposed new 

commercial tenant space within an established shopping center which meets all City of Santa 

Clara codes and regulations; the restaurant will be managed and maintained, and will comply 

with any and all City and state laws regarding the sale of alcoholic beverages; 

  2) The property or improvements in the neighborhood of such proposed use, 

in that the proposed use will occur in an existing and proposed expanded retail tenant space, 

and on-site parking is sufficient and available to service the proposed use and the existing 

businesses;  

  3) The general welfare of the City, in that the proposed use expands the 

options available to the local and regional population by providing a full-service dining 

experience to support businesses and residents in the vicinity of the project site; 

 C. That said use will not impair the integrity and character of the zoning district, in 

that the proposal is designed and conditioned in a manner to be compatible with adjacent 

commercial and residential development, on a developed parcel, with adequate parking, and 

properly designed ingress and egress points; and, 

 D. That said use is in keeping with the purposes and intent of the Zoning Code, in 

that a restaurant that serves alcohol in conjunction with food, may be conditionally permitted 

when the use would not be objectionable or detrimental to the adjacent properties in this 

Planned Development zoning district. 

4. That the Planning Commission hereby approves Use Permit Amendment PLN2019-

14274 to allow on-site sale and service of alcohol (ABC License Type 47) in a 3,078 square foot 



 

Resolution / 2762 Augustine Drive – Use Permit Page 4 of 4 
Rev.; Typed: 1-30-2020 

expansion to the existing 7,375 square-foot restaurant, located at 2762 Augustine Drive, subject 

to the Conditions of Approval, attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference. 

5. Effective date. This resolution shall become effective immediately. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THE FOREGOING TO BE A TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION PASSED 

AND ADOPTED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA, 

CALIFORNIA, AT A REGULAR MEETING THEREOF HELD ON THE 26TH DAY OF 

FEBRUARY 2020, BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES:   COMMISSIONERS:  

NOES:   COMMISSIONERS: 

ABSENT:  COMMISSIONERS:  

ABSTAINED:    COMMISSIONERS: 

 
 ATTEST:   

ANDREW CRABTREE 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
CITY OF SANTA CLARA 

 
Attachments Incorporated by Reference: 
1. Development Plans 
2. Conditions of Approval 
 
 
 



  

2762 Augustine Drive – Use Permit                    PLN2019-14274 
Conditions of Approval 

Conditions of Approval 
 
GENERAL  
G1. Developer agrees to defend and indemnify and hold City, its officers, agents, 

employees, officials and representatives free and harmless from and against any 
and all claims, losses, damages, attorneys' fees, injuries, costs, and liabilities 
arising from any suit for damages or for equitable or injunctive relief which is filed 
against the City by reason of its approval of developer's project. 

G2. If relocation of an existing public facility becomes necessary due to a conflict with 
the developer's new improvements, then the cost of said relocation shall be borne 
by the developer. 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
C1. Obtain required permits and inspections from the Building Official and comply with 

all building code requirements and conditions thereof. 
C2. The project shall comply with all California Department of Alcoholic Beverage 

Control licensing requirements. 
C3. The Director of Community Development may refer the Use Permit to the Planning 

Commission at any time to consider the initiation of revocation proceedings if the 
conditions of approval are violated or the operation is inconsistent with the approved 
project description. In addition, if complaints are received by the City with respect to 
this use, staff shall provide a review of the Use Permit to the Planning Commission 
within three months for consideration of revocation proceedings.  

C4. Full menu food service shall be available during all hours that the restaurant is open 
and alcoholic beverages are served. 

C5. The hours of operation shall be limited to 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. on Sunday. 

C6. On-site consumption of alcohol shall be limited to within the restaurant and 
enclosed patio area. 

C7. The Planning Commission shall review this Use Permit PLN2019-14274 twelve (12) 
months from the date that applicant obtains an active Alcoholic Beverage Control 
(ABC) License Type 47. After six months from obtaining the ABC license, the City 
shall conduct an administrative review of any ABC violations and police service calls 
and shall report any significant occurrences to the Planning Commission. 

C8. Applicant is responsible for collection and pick-up of all trash and debris on-site and 
adjacent public right-of-way. 

 
ENGINEERING 
E1. Obtain site clearance through Engineering Department prior to issuance of Building 

Permit. Site clearance will require payment of applicable development fees. Other 
requirements may be identified for compliance during the site clearance process. 
Contact Engineering Department at (408) 615-3000 for further information. 

E2. All work within the public right-of-way and/or public easement, which is to be 
performed by the Developer/Owner, the general contractor, and all subcontractors 
shall be included within a Single Encroachment Permit issued by the City 
Engineering Department. Issuance of the Encroachment Permit and payment of all 
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appropriate fees shall be completed prior to commencement of work, and all work 
under the permit shall be completed prior to issuance of occupancy permit. 

 
POLICE 
PD1.  Applicant shall contact the Santa Clara Police Department ‘Intelligence” unit (408-

615-4849) for Alcohol Beverage Control (ABC) licensing review. 
PD2.  The business shall undergo a 6 month and 1 year review, including a check for ABC 

violations and police service calls. 
 
WATER AND SEWER UTILITIES 
W1.  All food service projects conducting commercial cooking operations including 

dishwashing activities and equipment cleaning that generate grease-laden 
wastewater are subject to review from the Water and Sewer Utilities Department, for 
FOG Control and grease interceptor installation requirements. All food service 
projects are required to have an approved stamp from the Santa Clara County 
Department of Environmental Health before plans can be accepted for review.  
Contact Compliance Division of the Water and Sewer Utilities at (408) 615-2002 for a 
Food Service Checklist to initiate the process.   
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REPORT TO PLANNING COMMISSION

SUBJECT
Consent: Responses to Questions from the January 29, 2020 Housing Presentation

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
At the January 29, 2020 Planning Commission meeting, Assistant City Attorney Alexander Abbe gave
a presentation to the Commission on 2019 housing legislation.  This report responds to the specific
questions raised by the Commissioners at the January 29 meeting.  This memorandum is not
intended to be a complete summary of all of the legislation discussed.

Topic Commissioner Question Short Answer

ADUs Jain Can the City still limit ADU
size based on the size of the
main house?

Yes, but only if it is still possible
to build an ADU ≥ 800 sf

ADUs Ikezi Can HOAs prohibit ADUs? In single-family zones, no.   In
multi-family zones, yes.

SB 330
Streamlining

Cherukuru Does SB 330 apply to all
housing developments, or
just affordable housing?

With a few minor exceptions,
SB 330 applies to all housing
developments

SB 330
Streamlining

Jain Can the City still create ECR
“activity zones,” given SB
330’s prohibition on down-
zoning of residential land?

Yes, the City can still down-
zone a site if it concurrently up-
zones another site by the same
amount.

Density
Bonuses

Jain For student housing density
bonuses, what qualifies as
“student” housing?

All housing units must be used
exclusively by full-time
university students.  An
operating agreement or lease
with a university is required.

Supportive
Housing &
Low Barrier
Nav. Centers

Jain Would the legislation on
supportive housing & LBNCs
allow for “tiny homes” by
right?

Yes, potentially; especially for
LBNCs.  For supportive
housing, some City Code
revisions may be necessary

Surplus Lands
Act

Ikezi Under the Surplus Lands Act,
can the City ever sell surplus
land for non-residential
development?

Only in limited cases.  The City
must first negotiate in good
faith with housing developers.

Rent Limits,
AB 1482 &
1110

Biagini Could a landlord avoid the
rent limits of AB 1482 by
changing a lease to month-to
-month status?

No, AB 1482 applies whenever
a tenant has been in a unit for
≥ 12 months, even if month-to-
month.

Safe Parking,
AB 881

Ikezi What is the status of the
proposed “safe parking”
legislation?

Governor Newsom vetoed the
bill on October 12, 2019.City of Santa Clara Printed on 2/21/2020Page 1 of 8
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size based on the size of the
main house?

Yes, but only if it is still possible
to build an ADU ≥ 800 sf

ADUs Ikezi Can HOAs prohibit ADUs? In single-family zones, no.   In
multi-family zones, yes.

SB 330
Streamlining

Cherukuru Does SB 330 apply to all
housing developments, or
just affordable housing?

With a few minor exceptions,
SB 330 applies to all housing
developments

SB 330
Streamlining

Jain Can the City still create ECR
“activity zones,” given SB
330’s prohibition on down-
zoning of residential land?

Yes, the City can still down-
zone a site if it concurrently up-
zones another site by the same
amount.

Density
Bonuses

Jain For student housing density
bonuses, what qualifies as
“student” housing?

All housing units must be used
exclusively by full-time
university students.  An
operating agreement or lease
with a university is required.
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Jain Would the legislation on
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allow for “tiny homes” by
right?

Yes, potentially; especially for
LBNCs.  For supportive
housing, some City Code
revisions may be necessary

Surplus Lands
Act

Ikezi Under the Surplus Lands Act,
can the City ever sell surplus
land for non-residential
development?

Only in limited cases.  The City
must first negotiate in good
faith with housing developers.

Rent Limits,
AB 1482 &
1110

Biagini Could a landlord avoid the
rent limits of AB 1482 by
changing a lease to month-to
-month status?

No, AB 1482 applies whenever
a tenant has been in a unit for
≥ 12 months, even if month-to-
month.

Safe Parking,
AB 881

Ikezi What is the status of the
proposed “safe parking”
legislation?

Governor Newsom vetoed the
bill on October 12, 2019.

DISCUSSION

Accessory Dwelling Units - AB 881

Much of the January 29 presentation concerned new restrictions on local authority to regulate
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs), the bulk of which appeared in Assembly Bill (AB) 881.  Among
other things, the new law requires the City to allow for two ADUs per lot, depending on the size of the
ADUs; requires the City to permit 4-foot setbacks and at least a 16 foot height for ADUs; and
prohibits the City from requiring replacement parking when an existing residence eliminates parking
spaces to create an ADU.

Commissioner Jain recalled that in our existing ordinance, there is a requirement that the ADU be
related to the main house size.  (Specifically, SCCC §§ 18.10.030(d)(6) and 18.12.030(d)(6) provide
that an attached ADU may not exceed 50% of the existing living area of the main dwelling, with a
maximum of 1200 square feet.) Commissioner Jain asked whether this regulation was still
permissible.

Under the revised state statute, the City can impose a maximum size of not less than 850 square feet
for zero- and one-bedroom ADUs, and 1000 square feet for ADUs with at least two bedrooms.  In
addition, the City cannot impose development standards that, when considered together, would make
it infeasible to develop an ADU of at least 800 square feet:

“[A] local agency shall not establish by ordinance any of the following: . . .
“. . .
“(C) Any other minimum or maximum size for an accessory dwelling unit, size based upon a
percentage of the proposed or existing primary dwelling, or limits on lot coverage, floor
area ratio, open space, and minimum lot size, for either attached or detached dwellings that
does not permit at least an 800 square foot accessory dwelling unit that is at least 16 feet
in height with four-foot side and rear yard setbacks to be constructed in compliance with all
other local development standards.”

Gov’t Code § 65852.2(c)(2)(2020) (emphasis added).  Accordingly, the City could potentially still have
a 50% limitation for attached ADUs, but only if they would still allow for an ADU of at least 800 square
feet, when considering the impact of all development standards.

Commissioner Ikezi then asked whether Homeowners Associations (HOAs) could prohibit
construction of ADUs.

The answer is no, for property that is zoned single-family residential.  Under AB 670, a new section
was added to the Davis-Stirling Act, that expressly provides that “[a]ny covenant, restriction, or
condition . . . that either effectively prohibits or unreasonably restricts the construction or use of an
accessory dwelling unit or junior accessory dwelling unit on a lot zoned for single-family residential
use . . . is void and unenforceable.”  Civ. Code § 4751.  Accordingly, a homeowner’s association that
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governs a single-family neighborhood would not be able to prohibit ADUs.

A condominium association, however, is not currently limited in this way, and could continue to
prohibit ADUs in a condo or townhouse development.  The statute does not apply in the case of multi
-family zoning.  If, however, a condo or townhouse development decides to allow ADUs, note that the
City no longer has discretion to disallow such ADUs.  A new provision in the law provides that cities
must allow at least one ADU within existing multifamily dwellings, and must allow up to 25% of the
existing multifamily dwelling units.  § 65852.2(e)(1)(C).  So for a townhouse development, the City
would potentially have to allow up to 25% of the garages to be filled with ADUs.  But again, this only
applies if the condo association consents to such development.

Housing Crisis Act - SB 330

Senate Bill (SB) 330 introduced a significant number of new “streamlining” provisions that will affect
how residential development applications are processed.  Much of the bill concerned a new “pre-
application” process for development projects, pursuant to which a housing developer can submit a
limited amount of information about a proposed project, and restricts the City’s authority to request
additional data.  Once a housing developer has submitted all of the required information for a “pre-
application,” the City’s fees and development standards are locked in for that project.  Previously, the
City’s development standards would be locked in as of the date the full application was deemed
complete.  The bill impose a number of other streamlining obligations, described in more detail below.

Commissioner Cherukuru asked whether SB 330 applies only to affordable housing
developments, or all housing developments, including market-rate housing.

For the most part, the law applies to all housing developments, not just affordable housing projects.
The bill is broken down as follows:

· Sections 1 and 2 contain recitals.

· Section 3 of the bill amends the Housing Accountability Act (HAA).

· Sections 4 through 5 amend the Planning and Zoning Law (PZL).

· Sections 6 through 12 of the bill amend the Permit Streamlining Act (PSA).

· Section 13 of the bill adds a new chapter to the Government Code called the Housing Crisis
Act (HCA).

All of the laws listed above apply to all types of housing developments, not just affordable
developments.  The HAA and PSA contain a few provisions that are specific to affordable
development, however.  The following is a description of each of the four laws, how SB 330 revised
them, and what provisions of the HAA and PSA are unique to affordable housing.  If this level of detail
does not interest you, feel free to skip to the next section.

The Housing Accountability Act (HAA) limits the City’s authority to disapprove or condition housing
development applications.  For all development projects, both affordable and market-rate, if the
project is consistent with the City’s General Plan, then the City cannot disapprove the project, or
impose conditions that reduce the project’s density, unless the City makes findings that the project
would have a specific, adverse impact on public health or safety.  § 65589.5(j)(1).  For affordable
housing developments, the City also cannot impose conditions, beyond generally applicable objective
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design standards, that would make the affordable project infeasible.  § 65589.5(d).  The HAA
imposes penalties and judicial remedies on cities that fail to comply.  In 2018, the Legislature
expanded the HAA so that it applies even when a proposed project is inconsistent with the Zoning
Ordinance, as long as it is consistent with the General Plan.  § 65589.5(j)(4).

SB 330 modified the HAA by locking in development standards at the time of a complete
pre-application, rather than the time of a complete application.  The City cannot impose conditions on
a housing project, beyond the development standards that were in place at the time of the
pre-application, without making the onerous health & safety findings discussed above.  § 65589.5(o)
(1).

SB 330 also modified two sections of the Planning and Zoning Law (PZL), the comprehensive statute
on land use regulation in cities.  The first change was to place a limit on the number of hearings for
housing projects; under SB 330, if a residential development application complies with both the
General Plan and Zoning Ordinance, the City cannot conduct more than five public hearings,
including Planning Commission hearings, City Council hearings, continuances, and appeals.  §
65905.5(a).  The other change was to accelerate the timeline for making a determination about a
property’s historic significance, for housing development projects.  As revised, the PZL now
mandates that the City make a determination as to a property’s historic significance at the time the
City determines a pre-application is complete.  Both of these new PZL requirements apply broadly to
“housing development projects,” which include both affordable and market-rate housing.  §§ 65905.5
(b)(3), 65913.10(b)(2).

Next, SB 330 revised the Permit Streamlining Act (PSA), which is the law that imposes time limits on
which the City must approve or disapprove certain kinds of development applications.  The bulk of
the changes related to creating the new “pre-application” process for housing development projects,
including listing the permissible types of information the City can request in this process (data on the
project site, the existing uses, a site plan, the proposed land uses, the number of parking spaces, any
proposed pollutants, any known endangered species, and a few other categories).  § 65941.1(a).  As
with the other statutes, “housing development projects” are defined to include both market-rate and
affordable housing.  § 65950(c).

SB 330 also shortened the timeframe under the PSA for making a decision on whether to approve a
housing development project; under prior law, the City had 120 days following the certification of an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for market-rate housing, or 90 days for certain kinds of affordable
developments.  Under SB 330, the City now has only 90 days following the certification of an EIR for
market-rate housing, or 60 days for certain affordable developments.  § 65950(a)(2).

Finally, SB 330 added a new chapter to the Government Code called the Housing Crisis Act of 2019
(HCA).  The HCA imposes a citywide prohibition on down-zoning of any residential properties below
the density that was allowed more than two years ago, on January 1, 2018.  The prohibition on down-
zoning applies to proposed reductions in densities, height, floor area ratios, or increases in
requirements on setbacks, lot size, lot coverage, frontage, or anything else “that would lessen the
intensity of housing.”  § 66300(b)(1)(A).  (There is a limited exception to the prohibition, described
under Commissioner Jain’s question below.)

The HCA also prohibits enforcing design standards established on or after January 1, 2020, that are
not objective design standards.  § 66300(b)(1)(C).  Residential developers who demolish existing
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dwellings are obligated to replace those dwellings as part of the new development, and if any of the
demolished units were “protected” (income-restricted), the developer must replace them with an
equal number of protected units.  § 66300(d).  As with the other laws, the HCA defines “housing
development project” to include both market-rate and affordable housing.  § 66300(a)(6).

Most of the provision of SB 330 contain a “sunset clause,” meaning that many of its provisions will
automatically expire, on January 1, 2025.

Commissioner Jain asked whether the City could still create planned “activity zones” on El
Camino Real, if the existing zoning allows for residential development, or whether this would
violate SB 330’s prohibition on down-zoning.

The City could potentially change the zoning of a residential zoning to a non-residential zoning, but
only if simultaneously up-zones another piece of property.

Under SB 330, changing the residential zoning of a property to a non-residential zoning would
“lessen the intensity of housing,” and so the City could not legally approve such a rezone without an
exception.  § 66300(b)(1).  The bill contains such an exception, in that the City can designate another
site in the City where it will increase the permissible residential density by the same amount that the
density was decreased on the first site.  § 66300(i)(1).  A similar provision already existed in state
law, but it had only applied to sites designated for potential future housing development as part of the
RHNA inventory in the housing element, and the City had 180 days to “up-zone” the replacement
site.  § 65863(c)(2).  Under SB 330, this requirement applies to all residential parcels citywide, and
any upzoning must be concurrent with the development project.  The City could, theoretically, utilize
this exception to change a residential parcel to a non-residential designation on El Camino Real,
provided that it identified and concurrently upzoned another site to replace the loss in residential
capacity.

Without the use of this exception, the City could only rezone residential sites along El Camino for
commercial and other non-residential uses if the rezoning was to a mixed-use designation that still
allowed for the same amount of residential uses.

Density Bonuses - AB 1763

AB 1763 created a new, “super” density bonus for 100% affordable housing developments.  Such
projects are entitled to an 80% density bonus, if located more than a half-mile from public transit, or
unlimited density, if located within a half-mile from public transit.

During the discussion on AB 1763, Commissioner Jain asked about the density bonus under existing
state law for “student housing”.  (That law gives housing developers a 35% density bonus when at
least 20% of units or beds are restricted to lower-income students for at least 55 years.)
Commissioner Jain asked what provisions there are in the law to ensure that the housing will,
in fact, be used by students.

The statute provides that all student housing units must be used exclusively for students enrolled full
time at an accredited institution of higher education.  In order to qualify for the density bonus, the
developer must provide the City with a copy of an operating agreement or master lease with one or
more institutions of higher education for the institution(s) to occupy all units of the student housing
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development with students from that institution(s).  The “institution of higher education,” in turn, must
be accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges or the Accrediting Commission for
Community and Junior Colleges.  § 65915(b)(1)(F).

SB 744 & AB 101 - Low Barrier Navigation Centers & Supportive Housing

SB 744 and AB 101 addressed housing issues faced by unsheltered persons.  SB 744 modified the
laws on supportive housing, which provide for by-right housing in mixed-use and multifamily zones
for unsheltered persons.  In order to qualify as “supportive housing,” the housing must be linked to
onsite or offsite services that assist the supportive housing resident in retaining the housing,
improving their health status, and maximizing their ability to live and, when possible, work in the
community.  § 65651.  SB 744 modified the law by creating new exemptions from CEQA review for
supportive housing developments of 50 units or less, or for conversions from existing hotels, or for
developments funded by the “No Place Like Home” state fund.

AB 101 created a new type of by-right housing, “Low Barrier Navigation Centers” (“LBNCs”), for
certain mixed-use and nonresidential zones, and exempted such housing from CEQA review.  LBNCs
are intended to provide amenities to unsheltered persons that would not be available in a homeless
shelter, such as more private settings, places to store possessions, the ability to keep pets, and the
ability to stay with partners.  In order to qualify as a LBNC, the housing has to meet certain
requirements including supportive services, a coordinated entry system, and a system for entering
client data into the state Homeless Management Information System.  § 65660 et seq.

Commissioner Jain asked whether these bills would allow for by-right development of “tiny
homes” or other similar small, detached single-family dwellings.

For supportive housing, § 65651(b)(1) requires that the City apply the same standards to supportive
housing as to other multifamily developments within the same zone.  The City’s multifamily zones
allow for “dwelling groups,” SCCC § 18.20.030(c), but City Code restrictions on numbers of dwelling
units on multifamily lots, as well as development standards (setbacks, lot coverage) that are not
designed to accommodate tiny homes, may limit their feasibility.

For LBNCs, however, the legislation does not appear to contain any limitations about the physical
setup of the LBNCs, so a series of tiny homes could theoretically fit this definition, if they provided the
requisite services to qualify as an LBNC.  Given that LBNCs are only allowable in mixed-use and
nonresidential zones, the more relaxed development standards in commercial or industrial areas may
help to facilitate such developments.

Surplus Lands - AB 1486

AB 1486 expanded Surplus Land Act requirements for local governments.  As revised, the Surplus
Lands Act now requires local governments to include specified information relating to surplus lands in
their housing elements and annual progress reports, and requires the state Department of Housing
and Community Development (HCD) to establish a database of surplus lands.  Until recently, charter
cities such as Santa Clara were believed to be exempt from the reach of the Surplus Lands Act.
However, a December 2019 court of appeal case, Anderson v. City of San Jose, established that the
Surplus Lands Act applies to charter cities.
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Commissioner Ikezi asked whether the Surplus Lands Act would now preclude the City from
ever selling or leasing its surplus property for a non-residential development.

Under the Surplus Lands Act, before the City could sell or lease property to a developer for non-
residential purposes, the City would first have to notify a large number of public entities, affordable
housing developers, open-space districts, school districts, and similar entities.  If any of those parties
indicate, within 60 days, that they are interested in acquiring the property, then the City must
negotiate in good faith with them for at least 90 days to sell or lease the property to them for fair
market value.

In theory, if these good faith negotiations fail to result in a transfer of the property, the City is then free
to dispose of the property in any manner, including through the sale to a non-residential developer.
The bill imposes numerous conditions on the “good faith negotiations,” however, starting with a
requirement that the City cannot disallow residential use of the site as a condition to the sale or the
lease.  Consequently,
if the City declined to sell to an affordable housing developer after such negotiations, and then later
sold the property to a non-residential developer, this could constitute bad faith.  In such a
circumstance, there would be severe penalties for failing to comply with the statute.  Specifically, a
disappointed housing developer can sue the City and recover 30% of the sale price of the property,
for a first violation, and 50% for subsequent violations.

Consequently, the legislation will place significant limits on the City’s ability to sell or lease surplus
land to a non-residential developer.

Tenant Protections - AB 1482 & AB 1110

AB 1482 and AB 1110 created new protections for rental tenants.  AB 1482, applicable to tenancies of
12 months or more, prohibited annual rent increases of more than 5% plus the area consumer price
index (CPI), or 10%, whichever is less.  AB 1110, applicable to shorter tenancies, required a minimum
90 day notice prior to increasing rent by more than 10%.

Commissioner Biagini asked about the interplay of these two laws. If AB 1110 only applies to
month-to-month rentals, what is to prevent a landlord from waiting for a twelve-month lease to
expire, allowing the lease to convert to month-to-month status, and then increasing the rent
more than 10%?

The hypothetical situation Commissioner Biagini described could not arise, because the bills are tied
to how long the tenant has stayed in a unit, not how long the lease is.  A landlord could not utilize AB
1110 on a tenant who had been in a dwelling for more than 12 months.  Once a tenant has been in
place for that long, the protections of AB 1482 apply, even if the lease has converted to month-to-
month.  The protection applies to the length of time a tenant has been in place, not the length of the
lease itself.  Civ. Code § 1947.12.

Safe Parking - AB 891

At the end of the presentation, Commissioner Ikezi asked for an update on the “safe parking”
legislation, AB 891, which would have required certain public entities to provide safe parking
locations and options for individuals and families living in their vehicles.  The bill would have required
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the provision of safe parking locations with bathroom facilities and onsite security, among other
requirements.  The bill only applied to large cities and counties, with a population greater than
330,000, but a county could partner with a city in its jurisdiction to provide the safe parking zone.

Although both the California Assembly and Senate ultimately voted to approve AB 891, Governor
Newsom vetoed the bill on October 12, 2019.

RECOMMENDATION
Note and file this report.

Prepared by: Alexander Abbe, Assistant City Attorney
Approved by: Reena Brilliot, Planning Manager
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REPORT TO PLANNING COMMISSION

SUBJECT
Public Hearing: Action on a Variance to the lot coverage and covered parking requirements
associated with an addition at 655 Jefferson Street

REPORT IN BRIEF
Applicant/Owner: Rob Mayer/ Wayne Machado & Susie Fernandez

General Plan: Very Low Density Residential
Zoning: Single Family Residential (R1-6L)
Site Area: 5,000 square feet
Existing Site Conditions: One-story family residence

Surrounding Land Uses
North, South and East: One- and two-story single-family houses
West: One- and two-story single-family houses across Jefferson Street

BACKGROUND
The existing single-story two-bedroom two-bathroom house was built on 1905 on a 5,000 square feet
lot. The existing house is 1,414 square feet and was previously improved and now includes three-
bedrooms and three-bathrooms with an attached 278 square feet one-car garage. The applicant is
proposing to demolish the third bedroom and the third bathroom addition at the back of the house
that has no record of the building permit. The applicant proposes to construct a new 694 square feet
one-story addition to the back of the house to convert it into a four-bedroom four-bathroom house
and retain the existing one-car garage, rather than add a second covered parking space as required
under the Zoning Code.

The applicant requests approval of a Variance to the 40% lot coverage limit required in the R1-6L
Single Family Zoning District and approval of a 43.2% lot coverage. The applicant also requests a
Variance of the covered parking requirement of two vehicles in the R1-6L Single Family Zoning
District in order to move forward with a proposed addition and retention of the existing one-car
garage.

The project requires Planning Commission review and Architectural Committee review for the
variance request. The project was referred to Historical and Landmark Commission (HLC) on
January 2, 2020 as required under the Historic Preservation Ordinance (HPO) since the property is
located adjacent to two Mills Act properties to the north and south of the project site (1490 Santa
Clara Street and 653 Jefferson Street). The HLC reviewed the project for neighborhood compatibility
and consistency with the City’s Design Guidelines. HLC found that the proposed project would not
adversely impact the integrity of the listed resources in the vicinity of the project site as required
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under the HPO and recommended approval to the Planning Commission.

DISCUSSION
The property was originally developed with a house and an attached one-car garage in 1905,
predating the City’s requirement for two covered parking spaces pursuant to Section 18.12.120(a) of
the Santa Clara City Code (SCCC).

Consistency with General Plan:
The project site has a General Plan land use designation of Very Low Density Residential. This
designation is intended for residential densities up to 10 units per acre and is typically represented in
detached single-family neighborhoods. The application proposes 694 square feet addition to allow a
four-bedroom four-bathroom residence with an existing attached one-car garage. Pursuant to the
General Plan, an expansion to an existing house with one-car garage beyond three bedrooms or 500
square feet triggers the requirement for a covered two-car garage.

Zoning Conformance:
The proposal is subject to the parking requirements of the Zoning Code unless a variance is granted
by the Planning Commission. Pursuant to Chapter 18.108 of the City’s Zoning Ordinance, where
practical difficulties, unnecessary hardships and effects inconsistent with the general purposes of the
Zoning Code may result from the strict application of certain provisions, variances may be granted.
Granting of a variance would require making the findings in SCCC Section 18.108.040, including that
there are unusual conditions applying to the land or building which do not apply generally in the same
district.

The subject property is narrow, measuring 40 feet in width, where properties in R1-6L zoning district
are required to be at least 60 feet in width. However, the property is located in a residential
neighborhood originally constructed mostly with one-story homes on narrower lots with one-car
garages. Therefore, there are no unusual conditions applying to the property. Allowing one covered
parking would be an exception as compared to the other single family homes in the R1-6L zone,
similarly situated in the neighborhood and in the City.

The addition would result in 43.2% lot coverage whereas 40% lot coverage is the maximum allowed.
There are numerous properties with lot sizes of 5,000 square feet that also must limit building to
40%. A Variance is required in order to allow 43.2% lot coverage. The subject property’s lot size is
five thousand (5,000) square feet, where the minimum lot area for R1-6L zoning district is six
thousand (6,000) square feet. However, the property is located in a residential neighborhood with a
mix of lot sizes including lots smaller than 6,000 square feet. Granting the variance for one lot
amounts to a special privilege not enjoyed or available to similarly sized lots. Therefore, there are no
unusual conditions applying to this property.

Conclusion:
The property is located in a residential neighborhood originally constructed with one-story homes on
narrower lots with attached one-car garages. Therefore, the proposed project does not meet the
purpose and intent of the Zoning Code in that there are no unusual conditions applying to the land or
building that do not apply generally in the same district. Therefore, staff does not support the
Variance request.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
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If the Planning Commission denies the variance, the proposed addition would not be subject to
review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15270, which states that CEQA does not apply to projects that a public agency rejects or
disapproves.

If the Planning Commission were to approve the variance, the proposed addition would be exempt
from the CEQA environmental review requirements per CEQA Guidelines Section 15301(e)(1), Class
1 “Existing Facilities,” as the activity consists of the minor alteration of existing public or private
structures, consisting of an addition that will not result in an increase of more than 50% of the floor
area of the existing structure or 2500 square feet.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no cost to the City other than administrative staff time and expense, typically covered by
processing fees paid by the applicant.

COORDINATION
This report was coordinated with the City Attorney’s Office.

PUBLIC CONTACT
The notice of public meeting for this item was posted at three locations within 300 feet of the project
site and was mailed to property owners within 300 feet of the project site. No public comments have
been received at the time of preparation of this report.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Deny the Variance to allow an addition, with a 43.2% lot coverage and a one car covered parking
space.
2. Approve the Variance to allow 694 square feet rear addition, resulting is a 4-bedroom 4-bathroom
residence with an existing one-car garage and 43.2% lot coverage where 40% lot coverage is the
maximum allowed and two-car covered parking is required.

RECOMMENDATION
Alternative 1: Adopt a resolution denying the Variance to allow an addition, with a 43.2% lot coverage
and a one car covered parking space.

Prepared by: Elaheh Kerachian, Associate Planner
Reviewed by: Alexander Abbe, Assistant City Attorney
Approved by: Reena Brilliot, Planning Manager

ATTACHMENTS
1. Project Data Sheet
2. Development Plans
3. Letter of Justification
4. Resolution Denying the Variance
5. Historical and Landmark Commission Staff Report of 1/2/2020
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 1. Project Summary Data and Maps–655 Jefferson Street 

Project Data 
 Existing Proposed 

General Plan 
Designation 

Very Low Density Residential Same 

Zoning District Single Family Residential (R1-6L) Single Family Residential (R1-6L) 

Land Use Single family Residence Same 

Lot Size 5,000 sf Same 

Living Area 1,354 sf 1,789 sf 

Garage 278 sf Same 

Porch 60 sf 93 sf 

Gross Floor Area 1,632 sf 2,160 sf 

Lot Coverage 1,692/5,000 = 33.8 % 2,160/5,000 = 43.2 % 

 
Site Location and Context 
Surrounding Land Uses:  
The project site is located in a residential tract developed predominantly with one and two story 
single family homes having detached one-car garages.  

 
General Plan Map 

 
Zoning Map 

 

Single Family Zoning District 

Very Low Density Residential 

Moderate Density Multiple Dwelling 





















 

Resolution/ 655 Jefferson Street Variance Page 1 of 3 
Rev.  / Typed 1/27/2020 

RESOLUTION NO. __________ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA, DENYING A 
VARIANCE TO THE LOT COVERAGE REQUIREMENT AND 
TWO-CAR COVERED PARKING REQUIREMENT TO 
CONSTRUCT A 694 SQUARE FOOT ADDITION TO A SINGLE-
FAMILY RESIDENCE WITH AN EXISTING ATTACHED ONE-
CAR GARAGE LOCATED AT 655 JEFFERSON STREET, 
SANTA CLARA 
 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA AS 

FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS, on October 17, 2019 Wayne Machado and Susie Fernandez (“Property Owners”) 

filed a Planning Application (PLN2019-14163) requesting a Variance for the property located at 

655 Jefferson Street (APN: 269-35-029) (“Project Site”) in the City of Santa Clara; 

WHEREAS, the Project Site is zoned Single Family Residential (R1-6L); 

WHEREAS, the General Plan land use designation for the Project Site is Very Low Density 

Residential; 

WHEREAS, the Property Owner has submitted an application for a Variance to the City’s 40% 

lot coverage maximum of the R1-6L Zoning District to allow 43.2% lot coverage, and to the two-

car covered parking requirement, in order to construct an 694 square foot living area addition 

which would result in a four-bedroom, four-bathroom house with an attached one-car garage;  

WHEREAS, the Project is not subject to review under the California Environmental Quality Act 

(“CEQA”) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15270, which states that CEQA does not 

apply to projects that a public agency rejects or disapproves; 

WHEREAS, on February 13, 2020, the notice of meeting date for this item was posted in three 

conspicuous locations within 300 feet of the Project Site and mailed to property owners within a 

300 foot radius of the Project Site for the Planning Commission hearing on February 26, 2020; 

and, 



 

Resolution/ 655 Jefferson Street Variance Page 2 of 3 
Rev.  / Typed 1/27/2020 

WHEREAS, on February 26, 2020, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing 

to consider the Variance application, during which the Planning Commission invited and 

considered any and all verbal and written testimony and evidence offered in favor of and in 

opposition to the proposed Variance.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF 

THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That the Planning Commission hereby finds that the above Recitals are true and correct 

and by this reference makes them a part hereof. 

2. That the Planning Commission hereby denies the Variance to the lot coverage maximum 

and two-car covered parking requirement that would have allowed construction of a 694 square 

foot addition to the existing single family residence with an attached one-car garage. 

3. That pursuant to SCCC Section 18.108.040, the Planning Commission hereby makes 

the following findings related to the Variance request: 

A. That there are no unusual conditions applying to the land or building which do not 

apply generally in the same district, in that property is located in a residential neighborhood 

originally constructed with one-story homes on narrower lots with attached one-car garages.  

B. That the granting of the Variance is not necessary for the preservation and 

enjoyment of substantial property rights of the Property Owner, in that project could propose 

alternative designs to meet the two-car covered parking requirement or propose alternative 

designs, up to a 500 square foot addition, that would not trigger the two-car covered parking 

requirement.  

C. That the granting of the Variance is not in keeping with the purpose and intent of 

the Zoning Ordinance, which establishes a requirement of two covered parking spaces for 

residences in the R1-6L zone, and the proposed Variance would grant an exception as 

compared to the other similarly situated properties in the neighborhood.  

4. Effective date. This resolution shall become effective immediately. 



 

Resolution/ 655 Jefferson Street Variance Page 3 of 3 
Rev.  / Typed 1/27/2020 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THE FOREGOING TO BE A TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION PASSED 

AND ADOPTED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA, 

CALIFORNIA, AT A REGULAR MEETING THEREOF HELD ON 26TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 

2020, BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES:   COMMISSIONERS: 

NOES:   COMMISSIONERS: 

ABSENT:  COMMISSIONERS: 

ABSTAINED:    COMMISSIONERS: 

 

 ATTEST:   
ANDREW CRABTREE 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
CITY OF SANTA CLARA 

 
 
Attachments Incorporated by Reference: 
1. Conditions of Approval 
2. Development Plans 
 
 
I:\PLANNING\2019\Project Files Active\PLN2019-14163 655 Jefferson Street\PC 2.26.2020\Resolution Denying the Variance.doc 
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REPORT TO HISTORICAL AND LANDMARK COMMISSION

SUBJECT
Public Hearing: Consideration of HLC Referral for projects near Historical Resource Inventory for the
property located at 655 Jefferson Street

BACKGROUND
The existing single-story two-bedroom two-bathroom house was built on 1905 on a 5,000 square feet
lot. The existing house is 1,414 square feet three-bedroom three-bathroom with an attached 278
square feet one-car garage. The applicant is proposing to demolish the third bedroom and the third
bathroom previous addition at the back of the house that has no record of the Building Permit. A 694
square feet one-story addition to the back of the house to convert into a four-bedroom four-bathroom
house with an existing one-car garage is proposed.

The applicant requests approval of a Variance to the Planning Commission to the 40% lot coverage
requirement of the R1-6L to allow 43.2% lot coverage and to the covered parking requirement of the
R1-6L Single Family Zoning District in order to move forward with a proposed 694 square feet
addition to the rear of the existing house with one-car garage.

The project requires Planning Commission review and Architectural Committee review for the
variance request. The property is located adjacent to two Mills Act properties to the north and south
of the project site (1490 Santa Clara Street and 653 Jefferson Street). If the project is located within
200 feet of an HRI property, then prior to submitting the application to the Planning Commission and
Architectural Committee, the application shall be referred to Historical and Landmark Commission
(HLC) for recommendation. The HLC shall review the project for neighborhood compatibility and
consistency with the City’s Design Guidelines and make a recommendation to the Planning
Commission.

DISCUSSION
The property was originally developed with a house and an attached one-car garage in 1905,
predating the City’s requirement for two covered parking spaces pursuant to Section 18.12.120(a) of
the Santa Clara City Code (SCCC).

The application proposes 694 square feet addition to allow four-bedroom four-bathroom residence
with an existing attached one-car garage. Pursuant to the General Plan, an expansion to an existing
house with one-car garage beyond three bedrooms or 500 square feet triggers the requirement for a
covered two-car garage.

Consistency with General Plan:
The project site has a General Plan land use designation of Very Low Density Residential. This
designation is intended for residential densities up to 10 units per acre and is typically represented in
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detached single-family neighborhoods. The proposed project to maintain an existing one-car garage
is not consistent with following:

General Plan Implementation Action 4: One- and Two-Story Additions: Santa Clara’s zoning
regulations for single family homes are liberal enough that virtually every home can be added
onto. The major exception is when older homes with only a one car garage are expanded
beyond three bedrooms or by another 500 square feet. This triggers a two-car covered parking
requirement. However, parking variances are usually granted when the house layout makes a
two-car garage impossible.

Zoning Conformance:
The proposal is subject to the parking requirements of the Zoning Code unless a variance is granted
by the Planning Commission. Pursuant to Chapter 18.108 of the City’s Zoning Ordinance, where
practical difficulties, unnecessary hardships and effects inconsistent with the general purposes of the
Zoning Code may result from the strict application of certain provisions, variances may be granted.
However, granting of a variance would require making the findings in SCCC Section 18.108.040,
including that there are unusual conditions applying to the land or building which do not apply
generally in the same district.

The subject property is narrow, measuring 40 feet in width, where properties in R1-6L zoning district
are required to be at least 60 feet in width. However, the property is located in a residential
neighborhood originally constructed mostly with one-story homes on narrower lots with one-car
garages. Therefore, there are no unusual conditions applying to the property. Allowing one covered
parking would be an exception as compared to the other single family homes in the R1-6L zone,
similarly situated in the neighborhood and in the City.

The addition would result in 43.2% lot coverage whereas 40% lot coverage is the maximum allowed.
A Variance is required in order to allow 43.2% lot coverage. The subject property’s lot size is five
thousand (5,000) square feet, where the minimum lot area for R1-6L zoning district is six thousand
(6,000) square feet. However, the property is located in a residential neighborhood with a mix of lot
sizes including lots smaller than 6,000 square feet. Therefore, there are no unusual conditions
applying to this property.

Impacts to the Integrity of Nearby Listed Properties:
The City of Santa Clara Historic Preservation Ordinance formally establishes procedures for
properties that are listed on the City’s HRI or located within 200 feet of these properties. As this
property is adjacent to two Mills Act properties and involves exterior alterations, it is a historic
preservation goal of the City to protect historic resources from incompatible development and to
evaluate potential negative effects on the historic integrity of the resource or its historic context.

Conclusion:
The property is located in a residential neighborhood originally constructed with one-story homes on
narrower lots with attached one-car garages. Therefore, the proposed project does not meet the
purpose and intent of the Zoning Code in that there are no unusual conditions applying to the land or
building that do not apply generally in the same district.

The proposed addition is at the back of the property and with the location of the addition, there is no
impact to the integrity of the nearby HRI properties. However, the project expansion is not typical for
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the area or context, being within an historical area, and has no unusual conditions applying to this
property. Therefore, staff does not support for the Variance request.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
The scope of the proposed addition is exempt from the CEQA environmental review requirements per
CEQA Section 15301, Class 1 Existing Facilities.

PUBLIC CONTACT
The notice of public meeting for this item was posted at three locations within 300 feet of the project
site and was mailed to property owners within 300 feet of the project site. No public comments have
been received at the time of preparation of this report.

RECOMMENDATION
Recommendation that the Historical and Landmarks Commission finds that the proposed project
would not adversely impact the integrity of the listed resources in the vicinity of the project site, but
has some limited historic context implications due to the size of the proposed addition.

Recommendation to the Planning Commission that there are no unusual conditions applying to this
property and deny the Variance request.

Prepared by: Elaheh Kerachian, Associate Planner
Approved by: Gloria Sciara, Development Review Officer

ATTACHMENTS
1. Project Data Sheet
2. Development Plans
3. Letter of Justification
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