
Susan Walsh, AICP 
Historic Preservation Officer 
City of San Jose 
200 E. Santa Clara Street 
San Jose CA 
Re: 196 N. 3rd Street, San Jose CA 
Dear Ms. Walsh, 
The referenced property, also known as the former Scottish Rite Temple or the San 
Jose Athletic Club is listed in the National Register, and is a historic resource as defied 
by CEQA.  
The City of San Jose has asked if  the rehabilitation be consistent with the Secretary of 
The confusion comes because mid-century modern is not actually a style: It’s a 
collection of designs built from roughly 1940 to 1975.the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation. Urban programmers was contacted by T. Corona, on behalf the owner to 
provide a third party professional review of the rehabilitation plans for consistency with 
the “Standards.”  
The rehabilitation work that is proposed is to a front open area in front of the historic 
building and not to the historic building.  
Background: The Scottish Rite Bodies had this building, their second Temple in San 
Jose, was designed by Carl Warner who specialized in Masonic architecture in 
Northern California. The building was constructed in 1924,  completed and dedicated in 
1925. The Neo-Classic designed building exhibits a continuity of architectural design 
within the St. James Square Historic District in its columns and ornate detailing – some 
in Egyptian motifs. The front façade is a symmetrical temple design with a broad stair 
in the center beginning at the edge of the sidewalk and raising  to the first story, and 
projecting portico with 6 fluted Ionic columns. Both sides of the building recess from the 
portico and are mirror images of design with evenly spaced windows on the two upper 
floors and mirror elements on the ground level. Elaborately framed niches are behind 
tall base structures with Sphinx statues on the top. Further exhibiting the symmetrical 
design, on each side of the stairs are tall winged Sphinx sculptures with basins on the 
top representing torches. The building had an auditorium that could seat 1,400 and the 
largest stage in San Jose, a large kitchen, meeting rooms and a basement that was 
finished and used as a second or informal hall. By the 1960s the Scottish Rite Bodies 
were looking for a more convenient location, purchasing acreage and eventually 
constructing a new Temple in the Willow Glen area,  In 1980, the historic building was 
sold and rehabilitated at a cost of $6,000,000, opening in 1981, as the San Jose 
Athletic Club. This rehabilitation altered the symmetrical design of the front landscaping 
by introducing a sectioned ramp  on the south side of the property that extends the 
width of the property on that side accessing the basement from the street. Boxwood, 
oleander and small bushes were planted against the face of the building and along the 
ramp. The north side landscaping remained with a patch of lawn and low boxwood 
hedges in front of the building. During the 1980 rehabilitation, pine trees were planted 
along the north side of the building. Left untrimmed for many years these began to 
damage the building and were removed. 

 

Santa Clara History and Landmarks Commission 
Santa Clara City Hall 
1500 Warburton Avenue 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 

Subject: 1075 Pomeroy Ave. 
 
Dear Commissioners, 

The owner of the subject property Daryoush Marhamat, requested Urban Programmers review the plans for 4 
town-house style homes, and to comment on their compatibility with the Mid-century Modern design of the 
1963-65  Eichler Homes developments, Pomeroy West and Pomeroy Green that are in close proximity. 

Mid-century residential design emanates from a combination of design factors;  Bauhaus architects that came 
to America during the period 1930s-1945, technologies that translated to new building materials with textures 
and colors and the desire for a new style reflecting the post WWII suburban lifestyle. Eichler Homes brought 
such designs to the San Francisco Bay Area and Southern California.  

To consider the compatibility of the proposed new houses, it is necessary to identify the architectural 
elements that are distinctive of the Mid-century Modern style. The distinguishing features of this style consist 
of clean lines, form that follows function, both organic and geometric forms, minimal ornamentation, 
juxtaposition of different and sometimes contrasting materials, and  industrial materials such as steel, brass,
large glass panes, fiberglass, resin, and concrete. These features translated to houses with flat or shed roofs, 
simple lines without ornamentation,  areas of glass (bringing nature to the interior), a mix of materials (wood, 
metal, glass and plastics) and covered or private landscaped areas. 

The proposed houses are in a contemporary style that is very compatible with the older Eichler Homes 
developments. The proposed form is a two-story, low roof structure that follows the lines of the Mid-century
Modern style. The design offers simple, yet elegant, lines with windows facing into the gardens (the current
energy code makes larger voids very difficult).  While Mid-century Modern is thought to have ended in the 
mid 1960s,  contemporary designs that embody the same elements, as do the proposed houses,  have carried 
forward with only slight  modifications. 

In conclusion, our review of the proposed 4 houses finds them to be compatible with the Mid-century design 
of the  Eichler Homes developments. They do not copy the earlier style but show a respect for the style  by 
using many of the same features, two-story, shed roof, simple lines, a mix of materials and private landscaped 
areas. Should the older developments become designated historic districts, the newer homes would not be 
contributing to a district but do meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards, Number 9, for compatibility 
with a Mid-century residential  historic district.. 

December 28, 2017

Best regards, 

Bonnie Bamburg 




