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Design Guidelines: Basic Principles 

These Guidelines are formulated on fve basic architectural and design 
principles. The Guidelines cannot anticipate all design situations or 
physical limitations and opportunities so basic principles can be used 
in addressing conditions not covered by the design guidelines. 

1. 

5. to enhance the built and natural 

Applicable Projects 

These Guidelines apply to single family and duplex residential projects. 
This includes applications for new structures, frst and second-story 
additions. 

Public Improvements 

Projects that require improvements in the public right-of-way 

will be reviewed for compliance with City policies and objectives. 
The Architectural Committee and Planning Division staf will work 
with City Water and Sewer, Electric, Engineering, Public Works, and 
other City departments to achieve the most appropriate results. 
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These improvements include, but are not limited to, 
sidewalks, curbs and gutters, driveways, street trees 

and landscape improvements, and maintenance in the 

public right-of-way adjacent to the subject property. 
Placement and visual treatment of utility vaults, boxes 
and meters will be reviewed for aesthetic impacts 
upon the property. 

Historically Signifcant Properties 

As required by the Santa Clara Certifed Local 

Government program, the City has established a list 
of Architecturally or Historically Signifcant Properties 
which is included in Appendix 8.9 of the General Plan. 

Architecturally or Historically Signifcant Properties 
refer to prehistoric and historic features, structures, 
sites, or properties that represent important aspects 

of the City's heritage. Historic Preservation policies 
outlined in the 2010-2035 General Plan strengthen 
the City's Historic Preservation Goals. A 100-foot 
radius, defned as the Area of Historic Sensitivity, is
approximately equal to all properties abutting, across 
the street, and adjacent to abutting properties of a 

historic resource. Applications for projects involving 
remodel and additions of these eligible properties 
should adhere to the Secretary of Interior's Standards 
for Rehabilitation. Applications for properties within 
100 feet of an eligible structure should adhere to 

Historic Preservation Policies outlined in the General 
Plan. 










































































































































































































































