
 

 

Susan Walsh, AICP 
Historic Preservation Officer 
City of San Jose 
200 E. Santa Clara Street 
San Jose CA 
Re: 196 N. 3rd Street, San Jose CA 
Dear Ms. Walsh, 
The referenced property, also known as the former Scottish Rite Temple or the San 
Jose Athletic Club is listed in the National Register, and is a historic resource as defied 
by CEQA.  
The City of San Jose has asked if  the rehabilitation be consistent with the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. Urban programmers was contacted by T. 
Corona, on behalf the owner to provide a third party professional review of the 
rehabilitation plans for consistency with the “Standards.”  
The rehabilitation work that is proposed is to a front open area in front of the historic 
building and not to the historic building.  
Background: The Scottish Rite Bodies had this building, their second Temple in San 
Jose, was designed by Carl Warner who specialized in Masonic architecture in 
Northern California. The building was constructed in 1924,  completed and dedicated in 
1925. The Neo-Classic designed building exhibits a continuity of architectural design 
within the St. James Square Historic District in its columns and ornate detailing – some 
in Egyptian motifs. The front façade is a symmetrical temple design with a broad stair 
in the center beginning at the edge of the sidewalk and raising  to the first story, and 
projecting portico with 6 fluted Ionic columns. Both sides of the building recess from the 
portico and are mirror images of design with evenly spaced windows on the two upper 
floors and mirror elements on the ground level. Elaborately framed niches are behind 
tall base structures with Sphinx statues on the top. Further exhibiting the symmetrical 
design, on each side of the stairs are tall winged Sphinx sculptures with basins on the 
top representing torches. The building had an auditorium that could seat 1,400 and the 
largest stage in San Jose, a large kitchen, meeting rooms and a basement that was 
finished and used as a second or informal hall. By the 1960s the Scottish Rite Bodies 
were looking for a more convenient location, purchasing acreage and eventually 
constructing a new Temple in the Willow Glen area,  In 1980, the historic building was 
sold and rehabilitated at a cost of $6,000,000, opening in 1981, as the San Jose 
Athletic Club. This rehabilitation altered the symmetrical design of the front landscaping 
by introducing a sectioned ramp  on the south side of the property that extends the 
width of the property on that side accessing the basement from the street. Boxwood, 
oleander and small bushes were planted against the face of the building and along the 
ramp. The north side landscaping remained with a patch of lawn and low boxwood 
hedges in front of the building. During the 1980 rehabilitation, pine trees were planted 
along the north side of the building. Left untrimmed for many years these began to 
damage the building and were removed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESERVATION PLAN 
For 

820 Civic Center Drive, Santa Clara CA 
an addendum to the  

Urban Programmers Evaluation of Proposed Rehabilitation  
Dated August 4 2018 

 
The rehabilitation project covered by this Preservation Plan is the addition bathroom/closet to the 
east façade of the historic resource. Beyond the addition a new garage and carport will be 
constructed. This structure will not impact or touch the historic house.  The rehabilitation plan 
was shown to conform with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation of a 
Historic Building in the letter from Urban Programmers dated August 4, 2018 and should be 
attached with this plan.  The addition will be set 4.5 feet behind the prime front facade on a 
secondary façade. The addition will remove a window and enlarge the opening to create a doorway. 
The 10 foot by 10 foot addition will attach to the building without damage to the structure of the 
historic building. 
 Historic material to be removed:   
  1. One window frame and glazing on the east façade will be removed. 
   2. Stucco surfacing around the window will be removed to a width of 10 feet. 
  The stucco to be saw cut to preserve a clean line. 
  3. Studs of the Historic resource below the window and to a width of 10 feet will be 
  cut to match the top height of the window and a new header installed. The removal 
  and installation of the header are to follow the structural and architectural plan  
  prepared by architect Tom Connerely. 
  4. Stucco will be repaired where necessary to match the existing stucco. 
  5. The addition will be constructed to current standards and covered with  
  stucco to match the historic house. Red tile, similar to the historic house will be  
  used on the roof.  
 
The loss of one historic window that is located on a secondary façade is unfortunate but will 
provide a more comfortable living arrangement and thereby be beneficial in preserving the single-
family use of this historic house. The historic character of the house will be preserved through this 
rehabilitation.. 
 
Attached is a drawing that shows the location of the addition and the new garage/carport. 

September 17, 2018 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bathroom addition- 41/2 

feet behind the front facade 

New garage and carport set 

10 feet behind the front 

façade and 6 ½ feet away 

(east)  of the historic house 

Preservation Plan 

520 civic Center Drive 

September 17, 2018 


