Koreatown proposal fails

COUNCIL OPTS FOR PROCLAMATION HONORING COMMUNITY INSTEAD

By Sandra Gorzales
Mercury Néws

A push to formally establish a Ko-
reatown in Santa Clara — mirroring
proposals in Los Angeles and Garden
Grove — Wa?l. sidelined Tuesday by
the city counci

Lnsgad, the council unammously
approved a proclamation recognizing

the Korean community, dashing the
hopes of the Korean American Cham-
ber of Commerce of Silicon Valley.
The group had sought official recogni-
tion for a longstanding cluster of Ko-
rean-owned businesses along El Ca-
mino Real. "
“This is a really good compromise,
a really. good start,” Mayor Patricia

Mahan told the standing-room-only
crowd that spilled out of the council
chambers. “This was never about
forming an enclave.”

In addition to seeking the Korea-
town designation, chamber o
last year also asked the city council to
erect a monument on a median on El
Camino Real near Lawrence Express-

SANTA CLARA

, and Koreatown signs on High-

%"g 101 and Interstates 880 and 280; . .
hire a police officer who speaks Kore-

an and require Korean-American
merchants to post signs in English.
But the chamber’s president; Alex-

See KOREATOWN, Page 4B

| Propased
monument

Continued from Page 1B

ander Hull, who earlier in the
meeting said the chamber
“asked for oranges and ended
up getting apples,” said he was
satisfied with the outcome.

“This is a step forward in the
right divection, we look forward
to working with-the city staff to
continue our dialogue.”

During the two-hour debate
on the issue, Hull said the desig-
nation would have enhanced
the city’s stature, economically
and culturally, boosting invest-
ment and tourism.

More than 3,000 business
owners and 'residents had

signed a petition supporting the
idea. But the proposal met with
a firestorm of opposition from
residents and officials who ar-
gued the designation singled
out one ethnicity and seemed
exclusive rather than inclusive.

“Santa Clara is a very wel-
coming environment for all peo-
ple of any ethnic background,”
said Doris Atkinson, who sub-
mitted r;hearly :iaoo(.}sal ] es
against the pro Y,
adding to aboIIJJt 800 that had al-

ready been filed with the city. ty City

“All businesses can thrive here
without the need for any special
designations.”

City officials, after last year’s

presentation by the chamber,
were receptive but echoed the
concerns of residents who want-
edany_honorstobeilnclu:si\(e.
Taking a largely legalistic ap-
proach, the city noted that most
of the chamber’s requ.&stscr;i.

on a public right of way. At least
twice, the city asked Caltrans to
consider the chamber’s request,

. but was turned down, said Depu-
i or Carol McCarthy,

Officials also noted that eity

-parks allow monuments only

or individuals or general
themes, such as a veterans

KOREATOWN | Push for designation fails

memorial. As for hiring police
officers who speak Korean, the
city said it is actively recruiting
applicants and that two candi-
dates aré being inferviewed.
The city’s econdic develop-
ment committee siggested an‘al-
followed, Including a proclama-

‘tion @@m&ﬂnﬁ support and ap-
can husiness community as well
as continuing to collaborate with

the commumity and the Korean
chambez:_

Contact Sandra Gonzales at
sgonz 2 ws.com or
(408) 920-5778.
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A KOREATOWN,
MARKED OR NOT

“Ifelt alot of love and compassion from residents
of Santa Clara. 1t was collegial —
there were no arguments, no shouting,”

— ALEX WULL, PRESIDENT GF THE SILLCOMN VALLEY KOREAN AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
AFTER RESIOENTS SPONE AGAINST A SIGH DESIGNATING A "HOREATOWN® ALONG EL CAMING REAL

—"___,/J ~’ -
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ICOREAN-OWNED BUSINESSES: Korean-American
business feaders want to boost vitality on El Camino Real.

DAL SHGAND — MERCURY HEWS PHOTOGRAPHS

AT MARKET: Alex Hull, center, head of the Silicon Vatley Korean American Chamber of Commerce, chats with Kwang-Hee Lee al the Galleria Market in Santa Clara.

Opponents say a Koreatown’sign in Santa Clara would be divisive

if youdidn’t know there was a Ko- can husiness comnmmnity.
reatown in Santa Clara, you probably
do now.

Just don't eall it that, officially.

The brouhaha Tuesday night over
the possibilily of a “Koreatown” sign
being placed in the median of Ei Ca-
niino Real was easily and neatly dealt
willy when the city stalf said such
signs were under Caltrans jurisdietion and likely to
be denied. lnstead, the city council passed a series ley:
of stail measures such as building working rela-
tionships between the eity and the Korean-Ameri-

sign would mean and you'

in my opinion

moting one group over another . . .

What the night was about was the com-
licated feelings we all have about our col-
ective identity among the mosaic pieces of

our populace. Ask five people what such a
probably get five
different answers. Tuesday night's speeches
were all about “melting pot” and not pro-
ahout
the long, but unseen history of Koveans in the val-

A procession of residents and merchants vehe-
mently — thougl: politely — said they viewed such

a sign as “divisive” or separatist in the "All-Ameri-
ca City,” and they dichiw't want it, The Silicon Valley
Korean American Chamber of Commerce, which
proposed the sign and four other requests, clung to
the hope that people would understand what they
were trying to do.

“1 felt a lot of love smd cumpaﬂumn from resi-
dents of Santa Clara,” said Alex Hull, president of
the Korean American chamber who nonetheless
watehed three vears of work dissolve into more
humble resulis. “It was collegial — there were no

See CHUNG, Pagre 68



REGIONAL PULL: The size of the Korean commuity in Santa Clara attracts Korean shoppers from as far as Monterey who can't find

RY HEWS

DT SUGHTID —

w[iéi; they wanl closer o home. Among the main businesses is the Galleria supermarket, seen here. The area aleo draws

Kol gan-Americans to church,

CHUNG | Santa Clara refuses

‘Koreatown’ si
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ments, no shouting.”

{e, board ehairman Tak
Chang, and the gronp’s mem-
beys still want to find ways to
inject more economie vitality
into a stretch of El Camino
Real. They see the potential
[or so much more.

What happens next is on
everyone's minds. How such
aspirations are handled could
spenk valumes nhout how a
town deals with change, par-
tichlarly one that wearsits
“All-America City” distine-
tioh for successful collabora-
tive relationghips with pride.

Drive down El Camino Real
frim the Lawrence Exilress-
way to just beyond Kiely Bou-
levard, and it s a profusion of
karaoke bars and shops sell-
iniz Kotean-style tofu soup -
and pnstries. There are su-
Fg']'mzu-keis and n Korean
bijk. I you know where to
liok, there ave designer hand-
haga and lnxury goods for less
than you'll find in the high-
et shops of the Bay Area (so
I'm tcld{.

“1 can't afford that stuff,"
sHid Hull, who hastwo young -
ddughters whose college tu-
itipn he must save for, “but
there are Korean tourists who
deiy” Still, many spets on El
Camino are a tnd worn and
frayed.

‘What non-Koreans like me
dolv't see ave the Korean-
Alneriean families who Lravel
fism Fremont or Monterey to
g0 to chureh, have lunch —
and &ock up on Korean sta-
]es they ean't find easily
where they live. What we
dui't see ave the dreams to
chirate something newer and
mbre glossy and attractive.

en, touts

“Our concept of Koreatown is draiatically different

from Chinatown, a Japantown and even a Little
Saigon. 1t's a little more cosmopolitan than what

people may be thinking "

Something that both serves
nearby residents und draws
from outside Santa Clara.

"Our concept of Koreatown
is dramatically different from
Chinatown, aJapantown and
even a Little Saigon,” Hull
said. They envision a business
and enltural center drawi
Korean and other tourists, lor
arts and fine geeds. “It's & liL-
tle more cosmopolitan than
what people may he think-
ing.”

Sitting over his favorite
chicken-fried stealt mealina
Coco's restanrant, Hullis
thinking in terms of win-win,
in terms of tax receipts for
the city, in terms of showing
that Korean culture has
something to offer, and that
Koreans “are nice people.”

Pecple like merchant Rich-
ard Rusnak, who helped

OF THE SILICOH VALLEY KOREAN

— ALEX HULL, PRESIDENT
oF

neighborheod resident Doris
Atkinson gather signatures in
oppoeesition to the sign under

e banner of “Santa Clara
Unity," don't need to be con-
vinced of that. Rusuak says he
has nathing but respect for
Chang, the chairman of the
Korean Ameriean chamber.
Some of the uglier sentimentis
he heard against the proposal
turned him off.

“I'm 70 yvears old, What am
I doing here? I feel if [ ean
play any vole at all, [ want
‘ealm,' | want ‘professional.’ 1
want Eeace in my city. 1 don't
want bricks thrown in my
windows and [ don't want
bricks thrown in Korean win-
dows."

Koreatown, ina way, isde
facto, he acknowledged.

1f people buy a shopping

center and develop it and call

unity

it Koreatown or Korean Vil-
lage, it would be perfectly OK,
lie said. [f they advertised it
that way, that's fine. But a
city-sanctioned sign bothered
him.

Santa Clava’s environment
is already more attractive
than the small Korean busi-
ness districts in San Francis-
co and Oakland. One of the

. hidden blessings, Hull said,

was that the controversy and
the crowds drew passing at-
tention to their very exis-
tence, Chinese and Korean
newspapers, ones with global
reach, contacted him after
Tuesday's mesting.

In retrospect, the proposal
may have been overly ambi-
tw}? ful will t

"* A spoonful will not pet you
full,” Hull eaid, paraphrasing
2 Korean saying. “We need to
learn how to walk first before
we start running.”

Frum here, they can work
on building reiationships and
developing specially desipned
signs with some kind of Ko-
reatown logo or identity that
merchants can use on their
businesses. They'll work on
recruiting Korean-spealsing
eandidates for the police
foree. And down the road,
they may see results—a
shopping center, cultural per-
formances, art.

“This ean he solved by in-
telligent people working to-
gether” ﬁsmk said.

Down the road, I'm betting,
when?en le say "Koren-
town,” others will know what
town il's in. Even without a
sign.

Contact L.A. Clinng at
lelnmg@meycurynes.cont or

' (408) 820-5280.
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- WHO'S UP AND WHO'S DOWN.

HALF A LOAF: Santa Clara
‘council members side- :
"~ stepped a request to for-

" mally establish a Koreatown
- district, voting instead for a
. watered-down motion to -
.. “recognize” the city's Kore-
o 'an—Amencan community.
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7 <SAY WHAT? AN OCCASIONAL SERIES ON LANGUAGE

- WHAT OUR SIGNS
~ SAYABOUT US

Ethnic businesses in Silicon Valley face delicate balance
: of welcoming customers without alienating others

Here are signs from the valley and the percentage of people
In Sznta Clara County whe speai each language.

|
|
|
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Failed Koreatown plan in Santa Clara |
reflects immigration, culture debate
By W Swift looks out at El Camino Real, mimes
Mercury News the loving arms of 2 parent holding a
4 The characters on the signs out-  child, and saps, “El Caunino, for the
side Sung Nam Sun's barber shop in - Korean people, it's Ko Hyang.”
Santa Clara — Golden Hair Studia To someone who can't read Kore-
— sre ciphers to English eyes, with an, Sun's green stuceo barber shop
5 word in red peon: might be s stiing parlor, o pet shop
pevican flag is prosi-  or o tailor It takees n Lttle gu
i the Korean characters coursge tu]pusl: inside the docr And
ou the front glass. that troubles Richard Rusnek, the
4 “1like it. Never touch,” Sun, a 115, owner of Russefl's Furniture o short
citizen,, says with evident pride i distance up Bl Camino,
the Stars and Stripes. Such signs are rot about diversity,
Apologizing for his halting Eng-  he ssid, they are about exchision
Esh, he tries to explain the Korean And thet feeling, in Janusry, led the
concept of Ko Byang, which trans- P — |
lmtes loosely as “hometown ™ Sen Ser SIGNS, Pope 211
Vi LANCUAGE DIVERSITY
: GRAPHIC | PACE 218
MULTIMEDIA SLIDE SHOW wmercusvuews.con L
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