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REPORT TO HISTORICAL LANDMARKS COMMISSION

SUBJECT
Public Hearing: Consideration to add street names to the City’s Approved Street Names List

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Hunter Storm Properties (“Applicant”) is proposing four new street names to be added to the City’s
approved street names list for assignment to private streets within and bordering the Gateway
Crossings project site located at 1205 Coleman Avenue. The project was approved by the City
Council on July 9, 2019 and consists of two parcels  on a 21.4 acre project site. The proposed street
names include Champions Way, Wondo Way, Chastain Place, and Rickbaugh Way. A fifth private
street within the development would be assigned Corcoran Drive, which is already on the City’s
approved street names list.

BACKGROUND
Chapter 2.120 of the Santa Clara City Code provides for the Historical and Landmarks Commission
(HLC) to act as an advisory board to the Council on street naming. The last update to the street
name list was 2008 following recommendation by the HLC and approval by Council. Additions to the
street names list have since occurred as part of the Tentative Map process for individual development
projects that include private and public streets.
.
DISCUSSION
The roadway network in the Gateway Crossings Project consists of five private streets that transect
and link the mixed use development on the site to public and private streets and adjacent
development. A site map is attached illustrating the approved street layout and its integration into the
street network connecting adjacent land uses on the neighboring Coleman Highline Planned
Development Project to the east in San Jose. Champions Way borders the Gateway Crossings
Project along the eastern boundary of the site and is partly within the jurisdiction of San Jose and
becomes a private street as it enters Santa Clara. Champions Way is an approved street name for
the portion of roadway in San Jose and is proposed for continuance and continuity as an approved
street name in Santa Clara with construction of both developments.

The Applicant initially submitted a proposal for the addition of Champions Way, Champions Drive,
Olympic Drive and Hansen Drive to the City’s list for assignment to the new private streets in the
Gateway Crossings Project. The fifth street name was chosen from the City’s approved list and is
Corcoran Drive.

The names were reviewed and discussed at the HLC meeting of March 3, 2020, at which time the
applicant presented an alternate street name - Wondo Way for consideration in place of Champions
Drive. Following discussion of proposed street names, the HLC recommended the surnames of three
fallen City of Santa Clara Police officers (Ricakbaugh, Mendis and Whybark) and a Santa Clara
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native Olympic medalist (Chastain) for consideration by the applicant and supported the inclusion of
Champions Way and Wondo Way to the City’s approved list of street names. The Applicant has
considered and concurs with HLC’s recommendation and has revised the proposal to request the
addition of four new names to the City’s list of street names that include Champions Way, Wondo
Way, Chastain Place, and Rickabaugh Way for assignment to the private streets in the Gateway
Crossings Project. The Applicant’s updated request for the proposed street names and map of the
assignment of names to the roadway network is attached.

The proposed names have been reviewed by the Communications Division of the Police Department
and Traffic Engineering and determined not to pose any emergency response concerns. Staff
recommends that the HLC recommend approval of Champions Way, Wondo Way, Chastain Place,
and Rickabaugh Way be added to the City’s approved street names list.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
The action being considered is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (”CEQA”)
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) as the activity is covered by the general rule that
CEQA applies only to projects which have a potential for causing a significant effect on the
environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in
questions may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no cost to the City other than administrative staff time and expense for processing the
request.

PUBLIC CONTACT
Public contact was made by posting the agenda on the City’s official-notice bulletin board outside
City Hall Council Chambers. A complete agenda packet is available on the City’s website and in the
City Clerk’s Office at least 72 hours prior to a Regular Meeting and 24 hours prior to a Special
Meeting. A hard copy of any agenda report may be requested by contacting the City Clerk’s Office
at (408) 615-2220, email clerk@santaclaraca.gov <mailto:clerk@santaclaraca.gov> or at the public
information desk at any City of Santa Clara public library.

RECOMMENDATION
Recommend that the Historical and Landmarks Commission recommend Council approval of the
proposed street names: Champions Way, Wondo Way, Chastain Place, and Rickabaugh Way be
added to the City’s approved street names list.

Reviewed by: Rebecca Bustos, Senior Planner
Approved by: Gloria Sciara, AICP, Development Review Officer

ATTACHMENTS
1. Applicant Request for Proposed Street Names
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March 10, 2020 

To Whom it May Concern: 

STORM 

10121 MILLER AVENUE 

SUITE 200 

CUPERTINO, CA 95014 

PHON E: 408.255-4100 

FAX: 408 .996.8425 

,v1v1v.hunterproperties.com 

Outlined below is narrative regarding our decision to name the private streets at our project, 
Gateway Crossings. Please note that several of these streets cross the Santa Clara and San Jose 
city lines. I met with the Historical and Landmarks Commission on March 5, 2020 and have 
since updated our chosen names based on their feedback. If you have any questions, I can be 
reached at 408-255-4100 or at josh@hunterproperties.com. 

Jos Rupe1i 
Director of Development 

Gateway Crossings Street Names 

1. Champions Way-This is the street labeled (1) in the aerial exhibit. It is currently 
approved by the City of San Jose, including a new signalized intersection that must be . 
complete prior to the occupancy of Building 2 in the Gateway Crossings project. 
Champion's Way is intended to signify the two MLS Cup Titles (2001 & 2003) and the 
two Suppo1ier's Shield Titles (2005 &2012) that the San Jose Emihquakes have won in 
their illustrious histmy. 

2. Wondo Way - This street was originally intended to be named Champion's Drive; 
however, there has been a request from the San Jose Earthquakes team and the City of 
San Jose to rename the street in San Jose to Wonda Way after Chris Wondolowski the 
famous soccer player. Chris played his college soccer at Chico State and was drafted by 
the Emihquakes in 2005. He has been an integral part of two Supporter's Shield Titles 
(2005 &2012) that the San Jose Emihquakes have won, and on May 18, 2019 he became 
the all-time leading goal scorer in Major League Soccer histmy. 

3. Chastain Place-This is the street labeled (3) in the aerial exhibit. It was designed to 
bifurcate the Gateway Crossings project nmih and south from Coleman Avenue to 
Champions Way. We are proposing to name it Chastain Place in honor of the female 



soccer player, Brandi Chastain. Brandi was a player for the University of Santa Clara 
and won the national player of the year award in 1990. She has been a member of several 
Women's World Cup and Olympic team. She is likely best known for her decisive 
penalty kick in the final of the 1999 Women's World Cup against China. This kick 
sealed the World Cup Championship for the US Women. Cmrently she is a Volunteer 
Assistance Coach with the Santa Clara Women's Soccer team. 

4. Corcoran Drive-This is the street labeled (4) in the aerial exhibit. This is being named 
after the former Mayor who was also a hotelier in Santa Clara. This street name has 
already been approved by the Historical and Landmarks Commission. 

5. Rickabaugh Way-This is the street labeled (5) in the aerial exhibit. We are proposing 
to name this after Officer William "Bill" Rickabaugh a former Santa Clara Police Officer 
that was killed in the line of duty. This individual was recommended by Officer Scott 
Savage, Santa Clara PD (2018) and presented to the Historical and Landmarks 
Commission at that time. In January 1962, Officer Rickabaugh was instrumental in the 
capture of an assailant who killed Sunnyvale Officer Gmy Larson. He was give a 
commendation by the Sunnyvale DPS for bravery and decisive action in the line of duty. 
He was killed on Janumy 11, 1966 while on patrol as a motorcycle officer while chasing 
two boys riding motorcycles on top of a dirt ramp. While riding up the ramp he 
inadve1iently collided with a metal cable that had been stretched across two posts. He 
was transported to the hospital where he was pronounced dead. He was 28 years old and 
served the department for five years. 
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