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Ralph M. Brown Act

• Applies to legislative bodies

• Requires meetings to be open & public

• Agendas must be posted in advance

• No discussion of non-agenda items at meetings

• Members of the public must be able to participate
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Ralph M. Brown Act

• Serial meetings are 
prohibited.

• Quorum = 5 members

• Exceptions for ceremonial, 
educational events; meetings 
of other legislative bodies

• Limitations on social media. 3
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Political Reform Act

• Does not apply to the DCTF

• PRA expressly inapplicable to “a committee, 
board, commission, group, or other body that 
does not have decisionmaking authority”

• DCTF Members can work, own property, have 
sources of income within the downtown area

• No need to complete Form 700 (“SEI”) 4



Committees 
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Scenario #1

• 4 task force 
members walk into 
a coffee shop…
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Scenario #2
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“Legislative Bodies”

• The main governing body: City Council

• Commissions, committees, boards, & other bodies created
by formal action of a legislative body
– Both decision-making and advisory

– Both permanent and temporary

Gov’t Code § 54952(a), (b).
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Ad Hoc Subcommittees

Exception to the definition of “legislative body”:

• “advisory committees, composed solely of the 
members of the legislative body that are less than 
a quorum of the legislative body are not
legislative bodies . . . .”

Gov’t Code § 54952 (b).
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Standing Subcommittees

• “. . . except that standing committees of a 
legislative body, irrespective of their composition, 
which have a continuing subject matter 
jurisdiction, or a meeting schedule fixed by . . . 
formal action . . . are legislative bodies . . . .”

Gov’t Code § 54952 (b).
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Standing Subcommittees
Included in the definition of “legislative body”:

• of any size (even less than a quorum), and

• either

–continuing subject matter jurisdiction, or

–meeting schedule fixed by formal action

Gov’t Code § 54952 (b).
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Scenarios #3 & 4
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Questions
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