
City of Santa Clara

Meeting Minutes

Downtown Community Task Force

Draft

6:00 PM Virtual Meeting02/18/2021

Pursuant to the provisions of California Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20, issued on March 

17, 2020, to prevent the spread of COVID-19, the City of Santa Clara has implemented the 

following method for the public to participate remotely:

• Via Zoom:

o https://santaclaraca.zoom.us/j/91975789377

Meeting ID: 919 7578 9377 or

o Phone: 1(669) 900-6833

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

The DCTF Chair, Adam Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 

p.m.

All members present.

Present:  9 - Thompson, Ondrasek, Mayer, von Huene, Vargas-Smith, Reed, 

Coyne, Varshney, and Thai

CONSENT CALENDAR

A motion was made by Member Coyne and seconded by member 

Thai to approve the consent calendar.

Aye: Thompson, Ondrasek, Mayer, von Huene, Vargas-Smith, Reed, 

Coyne, Varshney, and Thai

9 - 

1.A 21-283 Downtown Community Task Force (DCTF) Meeting Minutes of the January 

21, 2021 Meeting.

Recommendation: Approve the DCTF Meeting Minutes of the January 21, 2021 Meeting

GENERAL BUSINESS
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2. 21-282 Franklin Forward proposal for a community driven art initiative to reclaim 

the missing Franklin Street alignment. (Continued from February 3, 2021 

Meeting)

Recommendation: There is no staff recommendation.

Member Varshney provided an informational presentation on the a 

grassroots called Franklin Forward. The initiative proposes painting the 

Franklin Street alignment on city owned land (parking lot) with street art in 

the short term while the Precise Plan is being developed.

Noted and filed

3. 21-284 Informational presentation on the difference between Precise Plans and 

Specific Plans. (Continued from February 3, 2021 Meeting)

Recommendation: There is no staff recommendation.

Staff Liaison, Lesley Xavier, provided an informational presentation of the 

differences between a Specific Plan and a Community/Precise Plan.  

Noted and filed

4. 21-302 Discussion on submitting a comment letter for the project proposed at 906 

Monroe Street.

Recommendation: There is no staff recommendation.

A motion was made by Member von Huene, and seconded by Vice 

Chair Ondrasek, to submit a letter to the City requesting that the City 

Council not approve any new development projects within 

Downtown Precise Plan boundary until the Precise Plan has been 

adopted.

Aye: Thompson, Ondrasek, Mayer, von Huene, Vargas-Smith, Reed, 

Coyne, Varshney, and Thai

9 - 

5. 21-306 Review of the comments made by the Downtown Community Task Force 

on the ConceptBoard at the Special Meeting held on February 3, 2021

Recommendation: There is no staff recommendation.

A motion was made by Member Coyne and seconded by member 

von Huene to send the revised comments on the land use 

ConceptBoard and the accompanying comment document to the 

Precise Plan consultant.

Aye: Thompson, Ondrasek, Mayer, von Huene, Vargas-Smith, Reed, 

Coyne, Varshney, and Thai

9 - 
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6. 21-307 Discussion on the budget and scope of work for the Downtown Precise 

Plan

Recommendation: There is no staff recommendation.

A motion was made by member Coyne and seconded by member 

Mayer to request pricing, timeline, and schedule impacts for the 

following potential Downtown Precise Plan added tasks: form 

based code; Lafayette right-of-way design including community 

outreach; way finding sign program; sign ordinance for Downtown; 

CEQA for Franklin Street; and a post COVID retail analysis for 

Downtown.

Aye: Thompson, Ondrasek, Mayer, von Huene, Vargas-Smith, Reed, 

Coyne, Varshney, and Thai

9 - 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

There were no public presentations.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Member Vargas-Smith, and seconded by 

Vice Chair Ondrasek to adjourn the meeting at 9:41 p.m..

The next regular scheduled meeting is Thursday, March 18, 2021 at 

6 p.m.
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The time limit within which to commence any lawsuit or legal challenge to any 

quasi-adjudicative decision made by the City is governed by Section 1094.6 of the 

Code of Civil Procedure, unless a shorter limitation period is specified by any other 

provision. Under Section 1094.6, any lawsuit or legal challenge to any 

quasi-adjudicative decision made by the City must be filed no later than the 90th day 

following the date on which such decision becomes final. Any lawsuit or legal 

challenge, which is not filed within that 90-day period, will be barred. If a person 

wishes to challenge the nature of the above section in court, they may be limited to 

raising only those issues they or someone else raised at the meeting described in 

this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Santa Clara, at or 

prior to the meeting. In addition, judicial challenge may be limited or barred where the 

interested party has not sought and exhausted all available administrative remedies.

If a member of the public submits a speaker card for any agenda items, their name 

will appear in the Minutes. If no speaker card is submitted, the Minutes will reflect 

"Public Speaker."

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act 

of 1990 ("ADA"), the City of Santa Clara will not discriminate against qualified 

individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs, or 

activities, and will ensure that all existing facilities will be made accessible to the 

maximum extent feasible. The City of Santa Clara will generally, upon request, 

provide appropriate aids and services leading to effective communication for 

qualified persons with disabilities including those with speech, hearing, or vision 

impairments so they can participate equally in the City’s programs, services, and 

activities.  The City of Santa Clara will make all reasonable modifications to policies 

and programs to ensure that people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to 

enjoy all of its programs, services, and activities.  

Agendas and other written materials distributed during a public meeting that are 

public record will be made available by the City in an appropriate alternative format.  

Contact the City Clerk’s Office at 1 408-615-2220 with your request for an alternative 

format copy of the agenda or other written materials.

Individuals who require an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or 

any other disability-related modification of policies or procedures, or other 

accommodation, in order to participate in a program, service, or activity of the City of 

Santa Clara, should contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 408-615-3000 as soon as 

possible but no later than 48 hours before the scheduled event.
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