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REPORT TO COUNCIL

SUBJECT

Action to Waive Second Reading and Adopt Ordinance No. 2080 Amending Chapter 8.60

(“Unmanned Aircraft System”) of Title 8 (“Health and Safety”) of the Code of the City of Santa Clara,

California.

BACKGROUND

At the October 21, 2025, Council meeting, proposed Ordinance No. 2080 was passed for the

purpose of publication. Pursuant to City Charter Sections 808 and 812, a summary of proposed

Ordinance No. 2080 was published in the Santa Clara Weekly on October 29, 2025, and copies were

posted in three public places.

DISCUSSION

The proposed ordinance amends Chapter 8.60 of the Santa Clara City Code to update the City’s

local regulation of unmanned aircraft systems, commonly referred to as “drones.”

The original ordinance, enacted in 2015, included a one-half mile flight restriction around certain

events within the City and imposed drone design limitations. Since 2015, the Federal Aviation

Administration (FAA) has issued updated guidance relating to the scope of federal regulation and

federal preemption of municipal ordinances. Furthermore, drone technology has advanced such that

commercially available drones have increased battery life allowing flight over longer distances and

more advanced camera capability.

In order to address changes to the regulatory needs and advances in technology, the updates to the

ordinance include the following: new defined terms; increase of the “launch and land” prohibited

radius around Major Events from one-half mile to one mile or two miles, depending on the event

location; prohibition of “launch and land” from public parks; prohibition of flight over schools and

critical infrastructure; and, all prohibitions are subject to permitted exemption at the discretion of the

Chief of Police or designee.

Updating the City Code addresses advancements in drone technology, enhances clarity, and aligns

with FAA regulations to avoid preemption, ensuring local regulations remain effective and

enforceable.
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

The action being considered does not constitute a “project” within the meaning of the California

Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15378(b)(5) in that it is a

governmental organizational or administrative activity that will not result in direct or indirect changes

in the environment.

FISCAL IMPACT

There are no additional costs to the City beyond administrative staff time and related expenses,

which are already included in the current budget.

COORDINATION

This report has been coordinated with the City Attorney’s Office.

PUBLIC CONTACT

A summary of proposed Ordinance No. 2080 was published in the Santa Clara Weekly on October

29, 2025 and copies were posted in three public places and made available for public inspection at

the City Clerk’s Office.

Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City’s official-notice bulletin board

outside City Hall Council Chambers. A complete agenda packet is available on the City’s website and

in the City Clerk’s Office at least 72 hours prior to a Regular Meeting and 24 hours prior to a Special

Meeting. A hard copy of any agenda report may be requested by contacting the City Clerk’s Office at

(408) 615-2220, email clerk@santaclara.gov or at the public information desk at any City of Santa

Clara public library.

RECOMMENDATION

Waive Second Reading and Adopt Ordinance No. 2080 Amending Chapter 8.60 (“Unmanned Aircraft

System”) of Title 8 (“Health and Safety”) of the Code of the City of Santa Clara, California.

Reviewed by: Cory Morgan, Chief of Police

Approved by: Jovan Grogan, City Manager.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Ordinance No. 2080 (Intro)
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